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Gold Coast Antique Auto club: PO Box 228, Mudgeeraba, Qld, 4213 

Email: thegcaacsecretary@gmail.com  Website: http://www.gcaac.com.au 

Club meetings are held 2nd Monday of every month (except January)  

at 7.00pm for 7.30pm start.  Visitors welcome 

Street Address: 238 Mudgeeraba Road, Mudgeeraba Q 4213  

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed within are not necessarily shared by the editor or  

officers of the GCAAC.  Whilst all care is taken to ensure the technical information and advice 

offered in these pages is correct, the editor and officers of the GCAAC cannot be held  

responsible for any problems that may occur from acting on such advice and information. 

Position Name Phone Email 

President Colin Hayes 5525 3312    

0409 825 913  

president.gcaac@gmail.com  

Vice President Peter Amey 5525 0250 

0407 374 196 

vicepres.gcaac@gmail.com  

Secretary Richard 

Brown 

0417 704 726 thegcaacsecretary@gmail.com 

Treasurer David Mitchell 5577 1787 treasurer.gcaac@gmail.com  

Events  

Coordinator  

Bill Budd 0409358888 rally.gcaac@gmail.com 

Dating Officer Bill Budd 5535 8882  

0409 358 888  

dating.gcaac@gmail.com 

Publicity Officer Peter Jones 0413 379 410 publicity.gcaac@gmail.com  

Editor Karen Hayes 0403 506 635 editor.gcaac@gmail.com  

Spare Parts & 

Property 

Graham  

Tattersall 

5554 5659 property.gcaac@gmail.com  

Librarian/

Historian 

Wayne  

Robson 

5522 8000 

0409 610 229 

historian.gcaac@gmail.com 

Hall & Social  

Officer 

Leonie Brown 07 5563 0559 social.gcaac@gmail.com 

Life Members: Graham Hetherington, Peter Harris, Margaret Hession, Graham  

Tattersall, Bob Simm, Peter Jones, Leo Janssen. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

So much has happened since the last issue of this 

magazine, or should I say in terms of normal  

activity but not much has happened in regards to 

club activities that’s for sure. We have been unable 

to hold meetings due to gatherings of more than 

twenty people being banned. That put a kybosh on 

things according to our Constitution we need a 

quorum of twenty-one to be enable a meeting to go ahead. The good news is that 

the relaxations just announced have enabled us to hold meetings again of up to fifty 

members so the General Meeting on July 13th will be our first step to getting back 

to normal. 

Back in November I applied for a $10,000 Grant from the Attorney General’s 

Community Benefit Fund to enable us to replace our old kitchen in the Clubhouse, 

and to my surprise we were given the full amount. A subcontractor and several 

committed members have been working hard to get the work finished. Hopefully it 

should be up and running by the General Meeting in a week or so. As it stands now 

it looks fantastic. (See story on pages 20 & 21). 

On a personal note I’ve been very busy fixing a myriad of problems in my newly 

purchased Jensen Interceptor which has been going slowly as most parts have to be 

sourced from the UK, and putting my motor-bike back together after a full  

refurbishment which is actually going quite well. 

Even during  the lockdown your Committee have been meeting to discuss what we 

are going to do for this year with these imposed restrictions we have. We have  

decided that the 2020 Swap Meet is cancelled, as is our annual Show N Shine (So 

no trophies this year). Apart from the resumption of our monthly Runs there won’t 

be too much going on unless Cars N Coffee can make a return at some stage. Of 

course we will still be having a Xmas Lunch on  Saturday 5th December at the  

Nerang RSL. It was a great venue last year so should be so again. Look out for in-

vitations coming to a mailbox near you  in October. 

Sadly, one of our very active members, Gary Cosgrave, finally succumbed to his 

tumour and passed away. Gary fought bravely for three years and faced his  

inevitable future with a great deal of positivity and acceptance. He will be sorely 

missed. 

Although we are relaxing some rules, please keep safe and I will see you around 

the club very soon.      Cheers  Col 



 

Crankhandle News                                                                                

Editor’s Report 

Some of the restrictions are beginning to ease, and we can 

now continue with our monthly meetings, we are also  

re-commencing our monthly runs. 

As we haven’t been able to participate in our monthly runs 

or Cars N Coffee for the past three months we were a bit 

light on for stories this issue, consequently I have asked for 

members to supply some interesting stories for you, I have 

also included some details of the two car runs we have been 

able to have to date. There is also an update about what has 

been happening to your club house. You may notice that the  

railing at the front steps that was rotten in places has been  

replaced thanks to the work of your President and my son, 

Jodi-Michael, who was also the cabinet maker hired to do 

the new kitchen. 

On a sadder note, there is also a tribute to Gary Cosgrave 

who recently lost his battle to cancer. 

Once again this will only be an electronic edition going out 

by mail, with only a few  hard copies to be printed for the 

few members who do not have emails. 

I hope you are all doing well in this lockdown and I send a 

cheerio to those who are finding it tough going. 

Happy Motoring,  

Karen Hayes 
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GCAAC EVENTS  

JULY 

July 1st Committee Meeting — Clubhouse @ 7:00pm 

July 12th Sunday club run — Details TBA 

July 13th General Meeting and Supper - Clubhouse 7:30pm  

July 29th  Wednesday club run — Details TBA 

  

AUGUST 

August 5th Committee Meeting — Clubhouse @ 7:00pm 

August 9th Sunday club run —  Details TBA 

August 10th General Meeting and Supper - Clubhouse 7:30pm  

August 26th Wednesday club run - Details TBA 

  

  

  

SEPTEMBER 

September 2nd Committee Meeting — Clubhouse @ 7:00pm 

September 14th General Meeting and Supper — Clubhouse - 7:30pm   

September 13th Sunday club run —  Details TBA 

September  30th Wednesday club run - Details TBA 
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Gary Cosgrave 
24 February 1952 - 23 June 2020 

 
Sadly we farewell another one of our  
members who have succumbed to cancer.  
Gary joined our club in 2014 with his beautiful 
1985 Holden Calais. Gary was a very friendly 
and thoughtful man who made friends easily in 
the club. Gary would go out of his way to help 
anybody.  
 

Unfortunately Gary was diagnosed with a very aggressive cancer 
behind his eye in 2017. The doctors predicted he had 12 months, 
but after three operations and countless treatment he survived al-
most three years. Gary  
always knew his condition was very serious once it  
was diagnosed. He talked openly about his future in such a way 
that filled you with awe and respect. But he never  
complained he just accepted it. We didn’t see Gary that much to-
wards the  latter stages of his illness  but he would come to Cars 
n Coffee when he could, and drop into the clubs Breakfast tent to 
say hello.  
 
Born in Wellington NZ,  Gary always wanted to become a  

mechanic, but his mother would not allow it, she said he would 

not 'become a grease monkey'... so off he went to Teachers Col-

lege. He completed University Entrance then went on to Teach-

ers College, to become a primary school teacher.  When he left 

he said how the mother's and children, cried and asked him not to 

leave. 

Gary. with his partner Di, travelled around the world in 2000 for 

a year.  They bought a car in London, then headed for France,  
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then returning to London, selling the car then off to the USA to 

start again, buying another car.  They went to Mexico,  

Morocco and to many other countries and states to many to  

mention. 

Gary played the drums in NZ and here in OZ. He played RnB 

around the local hotels. When he moved to Qld, so did Craig his 

guitarist, who Gary also played with in NZ. Along with  

fellow band mates Phil and John, they played in many places in 

Sydney and here on the Gold Coast. 

Gary would talk all day about music, history and cars to  

anyone who would listen. He loved cars and loved to drive, he 

drove trucks in Sydney and here on the  coast, his last job was 

with the Mudgeeraba Special  School along with Chris. He loved 

his job driving for the school as he enjoyed the fun and laughter 

he shared with the children once again. Gary's bus was  

nominated three years running, with him being the driver, as  

parents and children enjoyed his humour 

and persona. 

He is a man that will surely be missed. 

Gary is survived by his partner of 

44years Di and their lovely 

children Tash (Natasha) and Chris along with their four  

Grandchildren. The family would like to thank all those club 

members who attended 

the funeral with their 

club cars.   

 
 



 

Crankhandle News                                                                                

COVID-19 CAR RUN 29TH MAY 
 

Due to the  
restrictions being 
lifted allowing up to 
10 people  to  
congregate, the 
President thought it would be a good  chance for some of us 
to get our cars out for a short run on the Friday with less 

chance of crowds being 
out and about.  
Ten members met at the 
club house for a 10 a.m. 
departure. 
Leaving the club house 
it was a leisurely drive  
along Worongary Road, 

down through Latimers Crossing then turning onto  
Beechmont Road after Advancetown. The plan was to drive 
through Lower Beechmont and if possible to stop at one of 
the café’s along 
the way if they were 
open, as none had been 
answering the numerous 
phone calls made. Sadly 
the three café’s we 
passed were already full 
of cars or bikes, so  
being prepared as we all 
were we continued on to the James Sharp park to have a  
lovely morning tea and some catch up on what  
everyone had been doing in lock down. 
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After morning tea the drive continued towards Canungra  
turning right at the T intersection to head back to  the club 
house via Clagiraba for a BYO BBQ lunch and more catch up  
It was a good day and a great chance to get out of lock down. 
 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY 24TH JUNE RUN 
 
Third time lucky. This particular run Bill had put together for 
the March run but had to be cancelled because of Covid-19. 

We again tried for  Sunday in June but 
due to weather had to be cancelled.  
Today the sun was shining and it was 
all go when we had 23 people  
participating on the run. 

Travelling through the Tallebudgera Valley, we arrived at 
Lake Laguna at Palm Beach for morning tea. Which is a  
beautiful open area. Mona Fleming  
surprised Lyn Neuendorf  with a cake for 
her Birthday. 
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Continuing on to Currumbin, we  
visited Honeyworld, where an  
informative film was shown about the 
importance of 

bees pollinating all the plants for food 
produced in our Country. We were able 
to purchase all types of honey there 
plus watch the bees working in their 
hive. We also visited the SurfWorld 
Museum to learn about the history of Surfing. 

 
Our journey next was to make our way to the Kirra Beach  
Hotel for lunch, but due to restrictions of only allowing twenty  
people to dine, Leonie and Richard Brown along with Peter 
Stovold decided to forego lunch. 
 

Everyone enjoyed the chance to get out and about giving our 
cars a run.  To go home I followed Sir Nibbs (Col) who  
followed the Brisbane signs via the Hwy. Well we landed in 
the queue for crossing the boarder for twenty minutes then had 
to explain why I didn’t have a boarder pass. What fun.  
Thanks to Bill Budd for the day. 
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 My Apprenticeship Days. 
Back in 1957 we were given an empty classroom. One 
morning early in the year a tray truck arrived with a  
Standard Vanguard chassis donated by the company (the 
same as Bob Simms) for students to work on. Our teacher 
made a quick phone call to the bus company at Upper 
Ferntree Gully and with him carrying a wooden fruit box the 
fifteen of us walked up to the bus work shop. The tray truck 
was backed up to the hoist which was raised to the same 
height as the tray and we rolled the chassis onto the hoist, 
the truck left and we rolled the chassis onto the workshop 
floor. Mr White put the box on the frame to steer and the rest 
of us found a spot on the chassis and hung on tight and we 
rolled about one kilometer down the main road to the 
school.       
 I'd love to see that today.       

Geoff Shepherdson   
 
Also from Geoff - 

 

“ Money may not  buy happiness, 
But I’d rather cry in a  Jaguar than  

on  a bus” 
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Pop Never Owned a Ford 
By David King 

Did you hear about the accident between the Falcon and the 
Mustang? There were feathers and horse manure everywhere. 
Well that might have been messy, but it wasn't as bad as the 
accident between my dad, Bill, and a model T Ford. Pop was 
15 at the time – that would have made it 1938. He lived in  
Diamond West Virginia; the same place that I was born.  

Now West Virginia wasn't the most prosperous state in the 
Union, despite being the most beautiful. The depression had 
come and gone and Grandpa was fortunate to hold his job as 
an engine driver for the New York Central Railways during 
the tough times of the thirties. So Grandpa had a job, and a 
new car: a 1937 Chevrolet Sedan. But cars of the 20s were 
more common on the road than the new ones.  

If you were 15 though, who needed a car; a bicycle was just 
the shot. Now Grandpa's affluence may have extended to a 
new car, but it definitely didn’t extend to a new bike for  
young Bill. And, the only thing a 15 year old boy wanted in 
those days more than a bicycle was a girlfriend. Bill had  
neither - and as he saw it, one was dependent on the other. 
You had to have a bike to have a girlfriend. He wanted both; 
particularly that sweet little girl who lived over Witcher 
Creek. Well wantin' can get a boy in a bushel of trouble.  

The old folks call it spring fever. We all now know its  
hormones. But to a 15 year old in 1938 it was LOVE – or 
maybe lust or maybe both. Whatever it was, Bill wanted some 
so bad that it made him do something he would later regret. 
And so too would the owner of a Model T Ford.  

Bill devised a two part plan to woo this young Filly. The first 
was to procure a bicycle and the second was to do a stunt so 
terrifying and death defying that the object of his adolescent 
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desires would have to notice him.  

Saturday was always a good time to put into motion amorous 
plans. So Saturday it was. The first part was easy. Find a bike. 
Now it didn't matter that it was not his bike – he just needed a 
bike. Bills best buddy had such a machine. So he borrowed it, 
neglecting to mention it to the owner - and went about  
practicing his stunt standing up on the seat on one foot while 
hurtling at breakneck speed down the side of one of West  
Virginia's numerous hills which by the way flat-landers call 
mountains.  Bill practiced all morning and had it down pat. But 
as the old folks also say, the proof of the pudding is in the  
eating. Bill was to eat a lot of pudding that day but most of it 
was humble pie.  

Picture the scene: A strapping young man, a shiny new bike, a 
hill big enough to get a bicycle at considerable speed, and a 
doe-eyed girl. Bill had said all the right words like ‘You sure 
look purty', ‘Ja wanna see me do a trick' and other such 15 
year old smooth-talk. Sure enough, she nodded her head until 
her braids shook like they were in a gale. What more did a boy 
need? He was on a lucky street..  

Bill instructed the object of his adolescent desires to wait at the  
intersection at the bottom of the hill, just past the bridge. She  
sauntered down and gazed up. He launched himself on the bike 
and peddled as fast as his legs would carry him. Tears formed 
in his eyes from the wind. The object of his adolescent desires 
beamed. He lifted himself up on one leg, the other trailing  
behind him like a rudder as he steered his way to glory… 

At the exact same time though, a Model T Ford (which had not 
figured in Bill's calculations) turned to come up the hill. Bill 
was coming down the hill – one foot on the seat, one foot  
behind, tears in his eyes and a prayer on his lips. The object of 
his adolescent desires saw the Ford and froze like a doe in the 
headlights of an oncoming car. The driver applied the excuse  
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Model Ts have for brakes. Unfortunately Bill did not have 
such a luxury – he had to choose between the guide rails and a 
drop into Witcher Creek or the Model T. The Ford seemed in 
that instant, the lesser of the two evils.  

Well the bike was a write-off and Bill spent the rest of the year  
delivering papers, shoveling snow and carrying coal to pay it 
off. The object of his adolescent desire was not impressed once 
she saw Bill staggered to his feet and smile. No blood, no  
ambulance and no hero. And the Ford? Well it came out 
worse.. As Bill had hoped, the Model T suffered more than he 
did; playing football had paid off. Upon  
impact, its radiator gave way and shifted back into the fan. The 
driver simultaneously struck the front windscreen and the 
Model T careened into the guide rails.. It was a right wreck. 
Bill waved to the driver and told him he was fine. As he 
dragged the mangled remains of his bike from between the 
guide rails and the Ford, Bill looked up, smiled and said in 
most polite southern drawl: “Sir, your car is plum wrecked. 
Might I suggest next time you buy an automobile, you buy a  
Chevrolet?”  

Until the day he died, Pop never owned a Ford.  

 

Bill King: 26 March, 1923 – September 8, 2001 
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DUE TO THE CORONA VIRUS OUTBREAK THERE ARE NO 

EVENTS WE CAN ADVERTISE AT THIS TIME. 

 

Club Merchandise  

Club Shirts $25.00 (without pockets)  

Club Shirts ($35.00 with pockets)  

Club Jackets $25:00  

Bumper Badges $20:00  

Club Key Rings $5.00  

Club Patches $5.00  

Window Stickers $1:00  
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Fountainhead Antique Auto Museum 

If you are ever thinking of a trip to Alaska to see the northern 
lights, then a must place to visit is Fairbanks, a six hour drive 
north of Anchorage. While you’re in Fairbanks there are two 
must to see places to go to, one is the local theme park/
museum. The other attraction is the Fountainhead Antique Auto 
Museum which houses a fantastic collection of veteran cars, 
mainly of US design and manufacture. 
 
The collection consists of over eighty vehicles ranging in age 
from a 1898 – Hay Motor Vehicle Stanhope Phaeton, to a 1938 
– Southwest Chrome Special Elto Midget Racer. Most of which 
are driveable and are driven regularly by the museum owner 
and staff, all but three of the exhibits actually belong to the  
owner of the museum. 
 
Several of the cars on exhibition are one off, or the last survivor 
of a particular make or model, whilst there are over one hundred 
mannikins dressed in period costumes posed with the cars on 
display. As well as the cars there are other examples of early 
transport and automobilia on display.  
 
One item of particular interest is the 
1905 Sheldon Runabout, this  
vehicle was hand made by a young 
Robert Sheldon and was Alaska’s 
first automobile. The story goes that 
although Sheldon had never seen 
an automobile he made the  
machine from buggy wheels, a marine engine, small pieces of 
tin plate and two bar stools.  
 
He built this car to impress a young lady in Skagway, Alaska, 
but it didn’t work as she thought he was mad and married  
someone else. It was not until 1908 that the first true automobile 
reached Alaska by steamboat and it was considered a “devil 
wagon”. 
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        1912 Premier                                                    1914 Grant  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     1914 Woods Moblette                  
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   1934 American Austin                            1898 Hay Motor Vehicle  
 
Peter A. Jones  
 

1910 Hudson, believed to be 

oldest unrestored Hudson 
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Peter Johnston’s New Baby. 

With the COVID 19 pandemic forcing me indoors and  
allowing me the time to peruse 
car magazines and car sale sites 
it was probably inevitable that I 
would accidentally stumble  
upon a vehicle that would  
capture my imagination.  
Anyway, to keep a long story 
short I convinced my wife Liz on the merits of owning this 
Melbourne based 1983 280SE Mercedes-Benz.  
 
The German Stuttgart built vehicle was originally purchased 
from Worrells Motors Toorak Melbourne. The first owner 
was a company director of an Australian public company 
where the car was his weekend car as he had a company car. 
After his passing the vehicle was little used before a related 
family member acquired the car and used it only on  
Victorian Car Club events.  
When I was considering purchasing the vehicle, I was  
unable to view the car due to the restrictions on interstate 
travel so I had to rely on what I was told by a Victorian Club 
member known to me.  
The feedback I received was that this sedan was arguably 
one of the best 280SE Mercedes-Benz available in Australia. 

With a genuine 119,870 km 
driven, coupled with a perfect 
service record, fastidiously 
maintained in original condition 
with a unmarked interior I felt 
this car was worth the risk of 
purchasing unseen. 
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After completing the purchase I had to wait four weeks to 
have it transported to the Gold Coast. After collecting the car 
and giving it a good detail after it’s transported journey I 
was thrilled to discover what a gem I had obtained. After 
having the Mercedes serviced and thoroughly checked out I 
was informed that I had a very special original vehicle.  
 

This 1983 Mercedes- Benz may not yet be a classic but for 
its condition, ride and comfort it will hopefully give years of 
pleasurable Club driving. This is my third registered Antique 
Club Vehicle and I have been 
reliable informed it’s to be my 
last. 
Peter Johnston 
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Clubhouse Kitchen Renovation 

After receiving our Grant money from the Community Benefit fund it 

was all systems go to get the old kitchen removed. The idea was to 

take it out in one piece and put it up for sale but this approach was 

dashed when we had to cut the bench-top to get it out of the space. 

We did manage to sell  the old fridge, wall cupboard and stove 

though. On removing the old cabinetry to install plumbing we  

discovered that the wall under the window was rotten needing to be  

re-sheeted. Of course being a building that has spent time on the back 

of a truck at one time nothing was square so it made for a challenging 

build. Once walls were sorted next was the floor, the old lino was 

ripped up and the floor was sanded and stained to match the main 

hall area. Then in readiness for the contractor to install the cabinetry 

the wall and ceiling had to be painted. Once again, due to the odd 

angles of the walls, it was difficult to get all of the pre-made cabinets 

and cupboard installed, but the contractor did a great job using  

innovative techniques. 
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Cabinetry works installed, the bench-top and server counter were next 

to go in, completing the majority of the works. We purchased a new 

fridge, stove, cooktop and range-hood to complement the works. The 

project has been stalled at the time of writing as we are awaiting  

delivery of glass splash-backs, once they are in, sparky can come back 

to install power and job done! Hopefully it will be completed in time 

for the July General Meeting. 

My thanks go to the following very involved members: 

Daniel Cush- Electrical works. 

Leonie Butcher-Brown - Design, planning, painting, cleaning, purchasing. 

Laurence Crediton - Construction, floor-sanding & staining, plumbing. 

Ben Crediton - Plumbing 

Richard Brown - Painting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheers Col Hayes 
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Please let me know if you have sold your articles or found the items you 
have asked for. Editor. 

***FOR SALE*** 

Pair of Lucas 12 volt wind horns , probably 1950 manufacture . Quick 

sale $135 the pair. Call Chris 0410082080 

__________________ 

Roof Rack 4 Wheel Drive, very good condition. $50 Leo Janssen 

55305559 

__________________ 
 

Holden Colorado Genuine Tonneau Cover suit RG (2012-2016) LTZ with sports 

bars, Only 15 months old, removed from vehicle to fix lockable hard cover, as new in 

perfect condition with all fittings and screws.  $120 contact Peter AJ on 0413 379 410  

__________________________________________________ 

*** WANTED*** 
Cathedrals for back mudguards of early Chev, Willy’s etc. They were 
a one-off market item. Email Barrie - barrieheyen55@gmail.com 

__________________ 

Wing Mirror for 1937 Morris 8. Phone Philip 0415 219 520  

__________________ 

Door Handles for 1929 Chevrolet. Phone Albert 5530 4627  

___________________________________________________ 

***GIVEAWAY*** 

Heaps of 1926-28 Willey’s (Wippet—Overland) parts. 

Phone Barrie Heyen 5545 4565 
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