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Gold Coast Antique Auto club: PO Box 228, Mudgeeraba, Qld, 4213 

Email: secretary.gcaac@gmail.com  Website: http://www.gcaac.com.au 

Club meetings are held 2nd Monday of every month (except January)  

at 7.00pm for 7.30pm start.  Visitors welcome 

DISCLAIMER: 

The opinions expressed within are not necessarily shared by the editor or officers 

of the GCAAC.  Whilst all care is taken to ensure the technical information and  

advice offered in these pages is correct, the editor and officers of the GCAAC  

cannot be held responsible for any problems that may occur from acting on such 

advice and information. 

GCAAC COMMITTEE 

Position Name Phone Email 

President Colin Hayes 5525 3312    

0409 825 913  

president.gcaac@gmail.com  

Vice President Peter Amey 5525 0250 

0407 374 196 

vicepres.gcaac@gmail.com  

Secretary Richard Brown 0417 704 726 secretary.gcaac@gmail.com 

  

Treasurer David Mitchell 5577 1787 treasurer.gcaac@gmail.com  

Events coordinator  John Talbot 0421 185 419 rally.gcaac@gmail.com 

Dating Officer Bill Budd 5535 8882  

0409 358 888  

dating.gcaac@gmail.com 

Publicity Officer Bob Simm 0409 260 683 publicity.gcaac@gmail.com  

Editor Peter A. Jones 0413 379 410 editor.gcaac@gmail.com  

Spare parts &  

property 

Graham  

Tattersall 

5554 5659 property.gcaac@gmail.com  

Librarian/Historian Wayne Robson 5522 8000 

0409 610 229 

historian.gcaac@gmail.com 

Hall & Social Officer Pam Giles 0400 278 807  social.gcaac@gmail.com 

Life Members: Graham Hetherington, Peter Harris, Margaret Hession, John Wood, 

Graham Tattersall, Bob Simm 

mailto:president.gcaac@gmail.com
mailto:vicepres.gcaac@gmail.com
mailto:treasurer.gcaac@gmail.com
mailto:editor.gcaac@gmail.com
mailto:property.gcaac@gmail.com
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This is my first report as the President of this fantastic club, I 

would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks to all of 

those members who have put their faith in me to act as your 

President for the forthcoming twelve months; I hope I can live up 

to the expectations you have of me.  

The committee members and I will strive to continue to provide 

the level of governance and service that has been a feature of this 

club in past years. 

It would be remiss of me not to thank my predecessor, David Mitchell, for the  

sterling job he did as President under some very trying circumstances. Not only 

was he thrust into the position after the very sudden, and might I say disrespectful,  

resignation of the previous President but he was also required to steer the club 

through a couple of quite divisive issues in the past year, namely a proposed 

change to the name of the club and the selection of a new club shirt design. Both 

of these issues divided the members of the club to some extent but David handled 

both with dignity and alacrity; on behalf of the Committee and members I thank 

him for his leadership during those turbulent periods. 

Regardless of your personal views on the above issues, the members have had 

their say, as is their right; and I would urge you all to embrace those  

decisions and let’s move on as a cohesive and united group committed to enjoying 

our wonderful motor vehicles, rejoicing in each other’s company and furthering the 

aims of the Gold Coast Antique Auto Club as a social, reputable and contributing 

organisation within our community. 

One of my immediate priorities is to review our Rules of the Association 

(Constitution), as I have previously advised through email and at the last General 

Meeting. This document is outdated and requires amendment but I don’t think 

there will be anything too contentious to be considered. If you want input to this 

process please read the document and send me your feedback through my club 

email address. 

2018 will see the 50th Anniversary of the establishment of our club. Don  

MacTaggart along with a few of our long-standing members have formed a small 

committee to organise the celebrations for this important milestone in our history. 

From what I gather so far this is going to be “bigger than Ben Hur” so stay tuned 

for information over the coming 12 months. 

Col Hayes 

 

PRESIDENTS REPORT 
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EDITORIAL 

Greeting and welcome to the first bi-monthly edition of the 
Crankhandle news, which was completed quite quickly  
after my three-week trip to Sydney, Canberra and  
Longreach during which time we had 2 degrees at  
Canberra and 37 degrees at Longreach. More  on our trip 
next issue when I will also include some pictures from the 
trip. 
 
The year is quickly coming to an end with the next  

newsletter due in December when I will print details of our 

yearly club Christmas party, and hopefully I will have the 

details for the Australia Day fun day which is as always 

our first event in the New Year. 

For those of you that do not know, the Rover stopped half way home from the 

Mudgeeraba show and having been away I have not had time to fault find and fix. 

Well as it turns out the twin SU fuel pump has stopped pumping, I am trying to find 

a better one, but to date no luck even on UK eBay but will keep looking. 

I think that’s all from me this month and please keep sending me stories on club 

runs with pictures if possible. 

Peter aJ 
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GCAAC EVENTS  

OCTOBER 2017 

4 October Committee meeting - Clubhouse @ 7pm 

8 October Sunday Club run - TBA 

9 October General Meeting and Supper—Clubhouse @ 7.30pm  

21 October Cars N Coffee  -  meet at club house @ 8 am 

25 October Mid-week run TBA 

NOVEMBER 2017 

1 November Committee meeting - Clubhouse @ 7pm 

12 November Sunday Club run - TBA 

13 November General Meeting and Supper—Clubhouse @ 7.30pm  

18 November Cars N Coffee  -  meet at club house @ 8 am 

29 November Mid-week run TBA 

DECEMBER 2017 

6 December Committee meeting - Clubhouse @ 7pm 

11 December General Meeting and Supper—Clubhouse @ 7.30pm  

16 December Cars N Coffee  -  meet at club house @ 8 am 

TBA Christmas party 
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Original Gold Coast Swap 

2017 

Photos 

Peter aJ 
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Mid Week Run August 2017 

Photos 

Peter aJ 
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The Dri-Sleeve Car Company 

In 1969, after a very successful year of 

rallying a Cortina GT in Canada with the 

BARC (Ontario), Renault offered some 

useful sponsorship for the next season. 

However, the thought of another season 

shouting at the hapless navigator did not 

appeal, though the idea of any  

sponsorship did.  Perhaps the solution 

would be to go racing & not rallying. This 

was in the day where 

a rally car could be 

pretty competitive  

using a sporty  

standard car that only 

needed a few sets of 

wheels/tyres, some 

extra lights & decent 

navigation equipment. 

Not a satellite  

navigation system of 

course but simply a 

Halda Speed Pilot that 

ran off a free-wheeling 

front hub instead of 

the rear wheels that would often be  

spinning on the gravel, snow or ice. The 

only other essential equipment was an 

early calculator in the form of a Curta,  

affectionately known as “the coffee 

grinder”.  Financing a race car though 

would be a whole new ball game. 

In the search for a racing sponsor, Boris 

Willison approached Ryder Sloan.  

Ryder’s response was something like 

‘I’ve wasted too much money on cars in 

the past, so it’s about time that I started 

making some instead’. Boris asked what 

he had in mind & that led to a design 

partnership to produce a car that was  

exciting to look at, fun to drive, made 

from mass produced brand-new parts, &  

constructed of quality materials that 

would stand the test of time i.e.  

aluminium, fibreglass, stainless steel, 

brass, copper, Connolly leather & marine 

quality timber. 

Inspired by the Bugatti type 35 (and who 

isn’t?) the design process took 6 months 

to 

complete. It is surprising how much a 

car’s appearance changes when as little 

as half an inch is shaved off the bonnet 

line. The finished product HAD to be 

pleasing to the eye or everything else 

would be a waste of time. Consequently, 

the wheelbase is exactly the same as the 

original type 35. At this point everything 

was on paper only but the faithful rally 

car was used to determine the  

dimensions of the future driveline. Ford’s 

1600GT & the Volkswagen Beetle would 

clearly satisfy the design criteria. The 

complete Capri GT drive train was  
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 settled upon with its better sump layout. 

A  

custom propeller shaft, a reinforced axle 

with new suspension points & the  

additions to the gear lever mechanism 

were the only major revisions. The final 

combination was a reflection of the 

Bugatti type 35C body (with its larger 

squarer radiator) but with four cylinder 

running gear. The Shorrock supercharger 

was a planned option. The fibreglass rear 

with ½” bonded marine ply is  

exceptionally rigid & served to stiffen the 

ladder frame chassis considerably. 

Disaster struck; the (North American)  

National Highway Safety Bureau was 

formed in 1970 along with their new 

crash test laws. The Dri-Sleeve’s heavy 

straight rail chassis would simply bounce 

off any concrete test wall & any future 

owners would not be at all happy. The 

open cockpit that did not fully contain the 

occupants was simply just not going to 

work. What to do? Since both Ryder & 

Boris had migrated to Canada from the 

U.K. &, although possibly reducing the 

number of potential buyers by as much 

as 95%, it was decided to investigate a 

return to Blighty with the designs & to 

manufacture for a European market  

instead. Ford, VW, Dunlop, Lucas etc. 

were all approached as suppliers along 

with a boat builder in Kent for 

the fibreglass tail section,  

mudguards & fuel tank. So, 

back to Blighty it was. As an 

aside, this same tail section has 

appeared on a number of other 

vehicles that people have put 

together since the closure of the 

Dri-Sleeve Car Company. 

Setting up business in Ash 

Walk,  

Warminster, Wiltshire provided 

the model name from the leg-

end of the Wiltshire Moonrakers. If any-

one is interested, the workshop was also 

the former home of the Opus HRF. In an 

effort to show that it was never intended 

to fool anyone as an original, the Moon-

raker wheels were 15”x6” eight spoke al-

loys with 205x70ER15 Dunlop radials. 

The rear suspension is very close to the 

original type 35 with quarter elliptic leaf 

springs, Andre Hartford friction dampers, 

with lower & upper trailing arms. The out-

side handbrake, radiator, outside  

gear-change & central throttle pedal were 

all modelled off the original type 35C. 

The final weight was almost  

identical to the original at 750Kg. on the 

road. All the cars were manufactured  

using 100% new parts, with the single 

exception of car number 7. 
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Autocar were the first to try the new 

Moonraker & featured it with a front 

cover & centre spread article on the 20th. 

May 1971 (still on trade plates) a couple 

of months before it was finally ready to 

market. The first new Moonraker was 

road registered late in 1971 with the 

number plates 7711 NU. An article in a 

Spanish motoring magazine resulted in 

car number 2 being commissioned & it 

went to an anonymous buyer in the  

Canary Islands (believed to be the owner 

of a Rolls Royce dealership).  

The Moonraker was the subject of two 

local television station programs & was 

further displayed in an extraordinary  

colour article in the Daily Express of 

22nd. October 1971. Hot Car ran a front 

cover & feature in February 1972 & the 

Moonraker appeared once more in  

Autocar during April 1972. J.A. Else had 

become the sole U.K. dealership &  

featured the Moonraker at the first East 

Midlands Motor Show early in 1972 

where four orders were taken. These 

were chassis numbers 3, 4, 5 & 6. 

The final disaster! It was announced that 

the UK was to join the European  

Economic Community in 1973 and VAT 

would be introduced on the first of April 

1973. Along with a host of other UK  

specialist car manufacturers of that era it 

was decided to close operations, after 

trading for less than a year. A collection 

of parts was sold off & one last  

Moonraker (number 7) was finally owner 

completed several years later; it did  

however achieve historic registration. 

 

Boris migrated to Australia in 1983 but 

returned again in 2006. Autocar helped 

to put him in touch with the then owner of 

7711 NU & he visited it with his youngest 

son Tait, together with a former  

Dri-Sleeve colleague Peter Jackson. 

Less than twelve months later it came up 

for sale & Boris now has it back where it 

probably always belonged. All the MOT 

copies were complete & (largely due to 

being a Cigar Store Indian at one motor 

trader’s establishment for over 14 years) 

they verified the then 13,000 mile history. 

The wire wheels were fitted during this 

era too but have since been replaced 

with new ones. Now the clock is at a little 

over 25,500 miles & includes one major 

trip to France, Switzerland & Italy with 

his brother Owen. It was Monte Carlo or 

bust & it was nearly bust …………… but 

that’s another story. The whereabouts of 

four cars is known (three are still with 

their original owners, or is that four since 

I got number 1 back?). One of these is in 

the U.SA. & three are here in the U.K. A 

fifth car is also currently registered in the 

U.K. but we only have the number plate 

from a couple of photographs & therefore 

no contact with the owner. Ironically, the 

Canary Island car number 2 was the only 

one to have been built with a windscreen 

& full weather equipment, I wonder if it is 

still there. 

It’s great that there is a thriving car club 

here on the Gold Coast that is not  

marque dedicated; it would be very 

lonely for a Dri-Sleeve owner otherwise. 

Boris Willison  

 



 

Crankhandle News                                       11 

Kingaroy and Whale Watching Tour. 
 

On Tuesday 8th August six cars headed out from the GCAAC Club House for a four 
day tour organised by Don and Wendy MacTaggart.  

 Our first stop was Fernvale, where we appreciated the well-stocked bakery; the 
first of many.   

We then continued to Kingaroy, traveling through Esk and Toogoolawah, Nanango 
and Blackbutt. For lunch we stopped in Blackbutt at the historic Hotel Radnor, 
which was built just over 100 years ago. 

Arriving in Kingaroy, we settled into our motel, then off to learn about the history 
and processing of peanuts, for which Kingaroy is famous. 

Next morning we left  Kingaroy and headed for Caloundra, traveling via Gympie 
through many small towns.  One of these was Wondai where we visited the Visitor 
Information Centre, Heritage Museum and woodcrafters workshop, viewing relics of 
the South Burnett area and beautiful handcrafted wooden products. 

We had a great lunch at the Ginger Factory, then headed for our destination, the 
Ramada Resort on the waterfront of Golden Beach. This was a great location. 

Dinner tonight was at the Power Boat Club. The club boasted about having the best 
chef in Australia: I guess it was his day off. We had a great time anyway. 

 

On Thursday morning we spent a leisurely time around Mooloolaba waterfront  
before boarding the boat for Whale Watching.  We travelled about four miles off 
shore and experienced these magnificent creatures up close and personal. We 
watched several pods of whales interacting with tail slapping, breaching and diving 
as they glided around the boat. These whales put on a great show as they migrated 
north. 

This four day tour was well organised and memorable thanks to Don and Wendy. 

Reviews. 

Mona Fleming and Margaret Hession –Modern 

This was a fantastic trip which ticked all the boxes; very well organised, perfect 
weather, excellent company, good roads, lovely scenery, interesting destinations, 
well chosen, central accommodation, delicious meals and very importantly, leisurely 
travel. All this was then topped by the spectacular performances of the whales. 
Thank you Don and Wendy. 

 

Russell and Michele Marks—Modern 

Great time out on the boat chasing whales. Also enjoyed getting together with the 
other members of the GCAAC. Well organised. 
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ALL BRITISH DAY 17th September 2017 

After meeting up at the Coomera Service Centre at a  

respectable time of 07:00 am, and stocking up on the odd bit of fast-food  

breakfast, we joined up with our friends from the Nerang Restorers and travelled in 

convoy to Tennyson to put our British cars on display. The two Austin 7’s had 

never travelled so fast given they were on trailers for the trip. There was a very 

large number of beautiful cars on display and the weather was very kind to us. On 

arrival we split up to put our cars in with like marques, well everyone except Pete 

Amey who had the sole Citroen on show. A pleasant morning was had by all. 

Participants: 

Col Hayes    Panther 

Peter Amey     Citroen 

David Mitchell   Austin 7 

Geoff & nee Shepherdson Austin 7 

David Heaney   Rolls Royce 

Don MacTaggart   Daimler 

Ash & Betty Downs  Vauxhall 

 

Story—Col Hayes 

Pictures—Nee Shepherdson 
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NRVVCC Weekend Tour 18th, 19th & 
20th August. 

 
Our Gold Coast contingent of 5 cars & 11 
people departed from Banora Point at 
9.30am on Friday morning to head to  
Lismore for the NRVVCC weekend tour.  
 
After settling into our Motel (of which the 
ground floor had been completely under 
water during the floods in April) we went 
to Robert & Meryl Lovell’s home to view 
their marvellous collection of vehicles & 
motor bikes.  
 
Also on display was a wonderful display 
of handicrafts, done by one of Meryl’s 
friends, for the ladies to view. That  
evening we all walked to the Lismore 
Workers Club for dinner. 
 
Saturday morning, we all assembled at 
the Showgrounds to peruse the farmers’ 
markets & partake of morning tea. After 
travelling through the scenic countryside 
towards Lennox Head & Ballina, lunch 
was served at Alstonville Showgrounds. 
 
 That evening we consumed a delicious 
buffet dinner at South Lismore Bowls 
Club. The theme was “Hillbilly” so a lot of 
people were in their dungarees. 
 
Sunday morning, we had morning tea at 
the pretty little town of Coraki where the 
Wilson & Richmond Rivers meet.  
Travelling back through the scenic  
landscape to Lismore, a delicious lunch 
was served at Lismore Heights Bowls 
Club.  
 
It is great to see so many younger  
members of NRVVCC involved with the 
organising of the event which our  
members thoroughly enjoyed. 

Text and pictures 

Lyn N 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.810706272430759.1073741884.210099212491471&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.810706272430759.1073741884.210099212491471&type=3
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Seniors Week Display at 

The Gold Coast Hinterland 

Heritage Museum 

A total of 14 vehicles were on display this 

year ranging from a couple of Austin 

Se7ens up to a Rolls Royce, unfortu-

nately my Rover was not there due to a 

fuel shortage problem (petrol pump 

dead). 

Pictures and words  Peter aJ 
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Cars & Coffee August 2017 

Just when we thought that winter was coming to an end and days hot enough to be 
from the middle of summer crop up, come 19th August the day for Cars & Coffee 
Gold Coast and lo and behold we had a blast of Chilly winter air and most of us  
being warm blooded Queenslanders, stayed snuggled up under quilts.  
 
Those few brave souls who did show up were absolutely freezing even under  
layers of warm clothes. Never the less we had a marvellous turn out despite the 
chill. Several determined attendees came from far and wide and certainly added to 
the novelty of the meet. One such couple were the Bournes who came from  
Brisbane in their absolutely magnificent 1937 Rolls Royce Silver Wraith Hooper 
Limousine. It was just sensational and a real testament to the love and  
maintenance conducted by Graham. It attracted everyone there like flies to honey.  
 
The Wraith comfortably won the Car of the Meet. Gold Coast BMW are celebrating 
their 1st Anniversary and the so generously sponsored the prize of a BMW for a 
weekend to Graham Bourne for his win. Speaking of GC BMW, they brought down 
and showcased a beautiful M4 Convertible in Pearl White. It was everything the 
Wraith was not – in a good way. Being an M car, it was extremely powerful,  
beautifully svelte, absolutely loud and highly menacing.   
 
There were plenty of Aussie muscle cars starting off with the Lemon Yellow Monaro 
GTS, followed by a modern Commodore HRT GTS. Beside that was a modern 
Ford Mustang GT with its carbon centre stripe. Also in gun metallic grey was the 
Original Mustang which looks great till this day. Several Rover 3500 V8’s were  
present with with BRG Triumph Stag counterpart. Continuing with the British 
theme, we had 2 other Rolls Royce’s – a Primrose Yellow Silver Cloud III and a 
Corniche FHC. A sprightly Austin Healy Sprite, Lotus Elise Targa, Vauxhall, Austin 
7 Boat tail, magnificent BRG Jaguar XK E V12. But who can forget the insane Ford 
Cortina MK1 on steroids.  
 
This was a vehicle not to be raced with. I was informed that it could probably take 
on a modern McLaren and come out tops. Not to be outdone by the British  
contingent, the Germans were very well represented with 3 Porsches with one  
being a Twin Turbo, 2 Bugs – 1 an early Oval window, several Mercedes AMG’s 
and an 80’s Golf Cabrio. The Japanese were well represented with the mighty 
Honda NSX, Honda’s answer to Ferrari and developed with legendary F1 driver 
Aryton Senna, a Nissan NISMO, Toyota BRZ, Mitsubishi EVO and a highly original 
60’s Toyota Corona. The minorities were the beautiful Holden VK Calais, Alfa Ro-
meo Berlina, Ford Galaxie Convertible, Pontiac Trans Am and burnt Orange Volvo 
C70. All in all it was a wonderful enjoyable morning and was really nice once the 
sun shown. Hope to see more of you next month on 16th September. Please visit 
our facebook page to view all the vehicles https://www.facebook.com/
carsandcoffeegoldcoast  
 

Sohan P 

https://www.facebook.com/carsandcoffeegoldcoast
https://www.facebook.com/carsandcoffeegoldcoast
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Cars and Coffee September 

 

The 1st Cars & Coffee for Spring was absolutely fantastic. We had a beautiful bright 

blue sky with nary a cloud in sight, the air temperature was just right, no wind chill 

and the birds were singing. This surely encouraged the autophiles to come out in 

droves and we have a smashing array of vehicles, from latest Porsche GT3 RS to 

the Vintage French Racing Salmson and all in between.  

The selection for Car of the Meet was certainly very many and extremely difficult to 

pick from the marvellous automobiles present and it was narrowly won by a Fire 

Engine Red Ford Mustang Mach 1. It was simply gorgeous and presented  

extremely well. I have always had a soft spot for the rear profile of the Mach 1’s. 

Porsche was the most represented marque with having 9 magnificent examples 

from all era’s and all models. We had the best ever showing of 928’s with 3 land 

Sharks. The next best represented marque was Rolls Royce with 8, championing 

the very best of British motoring. As one attendee said, they are more common 

than Holden’s in these parts and how true that was. We only had 3 Holden’s. As 

mentioned, a charming French Racing Salmson was present and was so popular 

that the owner was besieged by people wanting drives in it. He relented and was a 

real good sport.  

There were others too who were swapping keys to their auto’s and everyone was 

having a jolly good time. I’ll remember to bring a glass bowl next time to place keys 

in. My favourites have always been the brightly coloured British BMC classic’s from 

the Triumph Stag, Vauxhall and Prefect. An 80’s icon, the Blue on Blue Cadillac 

Seville added some pizazz for the Americans and was joined by the beastly  

Chrysler and 38 Ford Sloper. American muscle was present too with a Chrysler 

Charger 770, 2 Mach 1 Fastback’s, and Pontiac.  

A resplendent Ford Customline Convertible stole the show with its classic Red and 

White combination. It was absolutely Concourse. Several modern classic were  

present with the Turbocharged Subaru WRX STI, 2 Toyota 86’s, and BMW M3. You 

simply can’t go wrong with an M car. Honourable mentions were the monstrous 

500SL, Mini, Ford Escort Mk1, Land Rover Safari Top, Volvo 164, Royal Enfield 

bike and Toyota Corona.  

To view all the cars, please visit https://www.facebook.com/carsandcoffeegoldcoast 

Sohan  

https://www.facebook.com/carsandcoffeegoldcoast
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Supper Roster 2017-2018 

Pam needs members to assist 
with suppers for our monthly 

meetings, if you are able to help 
please contact her on  

0400 278 807  

Club Merchandise  

Club Shirts $25.00 (without pockets) 

Club Shirts ($35.00 with pockets) 

Club Jackets $25:00 

Bumper Badges $20:00 

Club Key Rings $5.00 

Club Patches $5.00 

Window Stickers $1:00 
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**For Sale 

 USA licence plates used in great condition from $10 each– more for some if  bulk 

purchase. Contact Peter aJ on 0413 379 410, for more details 

* Wanted 

1974 HQ Holden Station Wagon, 253 V8, Manual floor-shift.  contact Col on 5525 

3312  or  0409 825 913  

* Wanted 

SU twin fuel pump AUF 503 to suit 1964 Rover P5, prefer working as mine is not, 

Contact Peter aJ on 0413 379 410 

*** Wanted 

Right hand side front 1/4 glass window frame assembly for Austin A30 AS3 

model.  Also rear view mirror, 1 front coil spring.  Phone Gareth 5538 1148  

Stories and your ads for the club newsletter, email the editor, all ads will run for two 

magazines, if you want to re-list contact the editor Peter A. Jones 0413 379 410 or 

email them to the editor 
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