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GCAAC COMMITTEE
Position

Name

Phone

Email

President

David Mitchell

5577 1787

president.gcaac@gmail.com

Vice President

Peter Amey

5525 0250

vicepres.gcaac@gmail.com

0407 374 196
Secretary

Richard Brown

0417 704 726

secretary.gcaac@gmail.com

Treasurer

Colin Hayes

5525 3312
0409 825 913

treasurer.gcaac@gmail.com

Events coordinator

John Talbot

0421 185 419

rally.gcaac@gmail.com

Dating Officer

Bill Budd

5535 8882
0409 358 888

dating.gcaac@gmail.com

Publicity Officer

John Talbot

0421 185 419

publicity.gcaac@gmail.com

Editor

Peter A. Jones

0413 379 410

editor.gcaac@gmail.com

Spare parts &
property

Graham
Tattersall

5554 5659

property.gcaac@gmail.com

Librarian/Historian

Wayne Robson

5522 8000
0409 610 229

historian.gcaac@gmail.com

Hall & Social Officer

Pam Giles

0400 278 807

social.gcaac@gmail.com

Gold Coast Antique Auto club: PO Box 228, Mudgeeraba, Qld, 4213
Email: secretary.gcaac@gmail.com Website: http://www.gcaac.com.au
Club meetings are held 2nd Monday of every month (except January)
at 7.00pm for 7.30pm start. Visitors welcome
Life Members: Graham Hetherington, Peter Harris, Margaret Hession, John Wood,
Graham Tattersall
DISCLAIMER:
The opinions expressed within are not necessarily shared by the editor or officers
of the GCAAC. Whilst all care is taken to ensure the technical information and
advice offered in these pages is correct, the editor and officers of the GCAAC
cannot be held responsible for any problems that may occur from acting on such
advice and information.
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PRESIDENTS REPORT

July and August are always two of our busiest
months of the year with our annual Swap and
also the AGM meeting. The week before the
AGM in August we have Don and Wendy
MacTaggart`s 4 day & 3 night whale watching
run to the Sunshine Coast via Kingaroy.
This is going to be one of our longer excursions
and promises to be a great event, there are still
some vacancies at the motels but you will need
to book now so don`t delay any longer.
We have less than a month to go until our annual Swap which over the years has
become the biggest Swap event on the Gold Coast. The phone enquiries have
been coming in on most days for the last month or so and this year it promises
to be even bigger than last year. We still do need as much help as we can get
from members to make it all happen.
Many of our members have already offered their services so if you are one who
hasn’t put your name down on Col`s list come and join our great team. At the end
of it all it is very satisfying to think well, I DID MY BIT …. instead of relying on
somebody else do it all.
There are many jobs that have to be done, we need 4 persons on the front and
back gates on Sunday, as well as Saturday afternoon on the front gate. Help with
parking and directing public to swap sites, setting up the grounds on Friday and
Saturday morning, hanging the banners and signs, cleaning up afterwards and
administration etc.. We will have a job for you.
On a sad note Fonda Fulton the lovely wife of Keith Fulton passed away on the
16th June after a long illness. Keith and Fonda have been active members of our
club since 2001 often attending events in their 1959 Morris Minor Convertible and
in later years in their 1957 Daimler Century.
Our condolences and best wishes go to Keith and family she will be sadly missed
by us all. Ten of our members attended Fonda`s funeral on Tuesday 20th June.
With the AGM meeting coming up on the 14th of August all the committee positions
become vacant. We are looking for some new committee members as some
members will be retiring, which means that we have a position for you, please give
it some thought.
Thank you.
Happy Motoring.
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EDITORIAL
Yes its almost AGM time and time to vote for a new
Committee.
As I have been on the committee since 2000, mainly as
editor, I fee that I need a rest and want to hand the work over
to someone else. I will help the new editor set up the
newsletter for a couple of months, but I am running out of ideas
so new blood is needed.
When I took over the newsletter, I was only handed a pile of unused items, it was
an A4 publication which was almost impossible to fold and I was told to find a
printer. After my first edition I was able to convince the committee to change to the
current A5 size booklet. In those days the editor needed to fold staple, sort and
post the newsletter, how times have change and I have made it so mush easier for
the next editor
Before becoming editor I set up and ran the clubs’ website and in this position I
remained for 15 years until 2013, when it was taken over by others whilst I was in
the UK. As well as this I set up all of the club committee’s email accounts, so that
private emails were not used for club correspondence.
With the help of Mark Goddard we ran two Autorama’s including planning the runs
and meal locations, it was not that hard.
I have also worked on the swap for almost every year I have been a member
including when the swap was a three-day event at Parklands, those were the
days!
Many other committee positions are up for grab this year, so please consider what
you can do for your club.
As for the moon pictures in this issue, it was 21 July 1969 that man first set foot on
our moon, a great day in history which will never be repeated. I remember watching it live on black and white TV in the factory I was working in, this factory was
AWA I am sure the name will be known to many of our members.
That’s all folks, and only one more newsletter for me
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GCAAC EVENTS
JULY 2017
5 July

Committee meeting - Clubhouse @ 7pm

9 July

RACQ Motorfest, Eagle Farm Racecourse

10 July

General Meeting and Supper—Clubhouse @ 7.30pm

15 July

Cars N Coffee - meet at club house @ 8 am

16 July

Presentation lunch 12:30 at club house, numbers needed
contact Pam 0400 278 807

19 July

Cut off date for August newsletter

21-23 July

Original Gold Coast Swap, contact the committee and offer
help please

26 July

Mid-week run TBA

29 - 30 July

South Coast Restoration Society Annual Rally

AUGUST 2017 (note change of Sunday run weekend from this month)
2 August

Committee meeting - Clubhouse @ 7pm

8 - 11 August

Whale Watching Run Sunshine Coast

13 August

Sunday Club run - TBA

14 August

AGM, General Meeting and Supper—Clubhouse @ 7.30pm

19 August

Cars N Coffee - meet at club house @ 8 am

30 August

Mid-week run TBA

TBA

Swap workers lunch

SEPTEMBER 2017
6 September

Committee meeting - Clubhouse @ 7pm

10 September

Sunday Club run - TBA

11 September

General Meeting and Supper—Clubhouse @ 7.30pm

16 September

Cars N Coffee - meet at club house @ 8 am

25 September

Mid-week run TBA
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May 2017 annual club ‘Show and Shine’
After a very wet Friday and all the
experts predicting a wet weekend, the
weather was nothing but perfect for our
show day. This year there were a few
less vehicles than normal, but the quality
was above what could be expected.
Thanks to all the helpers the day was a
great success, with Graham and Neil
cooking the bar-be-cue while Colin and
Karen made their famous salad the
standard of food was even better than
before.
Once the judging was completed Peter
A. and John T. counted the votes, but as
usual the results will have to wait until
the presentation Lunch day which will be
held 16th July ( number required by
Pam).
Pictures and text
Peter aJ
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Now for the bad news
It’s yearly membership fee renewal time.
Just think what else of such value you can get for
a low $35 per annum?
Pay your fees by bank Transfer; deposit into
BSB 064486 Account No 10102026
(don’t forget to insert your name as the reference.)
You can also pay by cash or cheque to our treasurer.
Remember if your vehicle is on historical rego you must be a financial
member of a recognised historic vehicle club, fees are due by 30th June.
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Cars N Coffee Gold Coast May 2017
The day started off with bright blue cloudless skies and bewilderment. The forecast
was supposed to be a months’ rain in 3 days and with the amount of rain falling on
Friday we were all expecting a washout. So much so that Porsche cancelled their
attendance on Friday with fears of flash flooding over the weekend. Albeit unfounded,
however it did keep plenty of punters away but who could blame them.
However, we did have a better than expected turnout making it another successful
event. Close to 40 cars turned up with a whole bevy of American beauties. A
fantastic couple of Ford Fairlanes, one a coupe and the other a sedan simply stole the
show with their exuberant styling, acres of chrome and vivid colours, they were real
crowd-pleasers, so much so that the Purple 4-door sedan was the car of the meet and
very well deserved too.
The mighty V8 powered ,highly modified MGB with bulging arches always has a
“Hulk” like quality to it. Beside it was the 1 of 1 in Australia BMW M3 vying for
attention. The Orange & White topped Chevy station wagon had a nice “rat rod”
quality with its slightly faded paint work and wide wheels. Several other muscle-cars
were present with the mighty Holden HRT GTS, Ford Hot Rod Ute, the AWD rally
prepped Subaru WRX and sinister Nissan Skyline GTR rounding off with some
Japanese flexing. Continuing with the Americans, we had the mighty extra long
Cadillac Deville and right beside it the Art Deco inspired Chev Bel Air in all its pastel
glory.
The stunning architectures of both these cars is certainly testament to the glory days
of Detroit. Not to be outdone were the pride of BMC with the beautiful Austin Healey
Sprite, Austin A40 and Mini Cooper S. We had several modern marvels with the
Toyota BRZ leading the pack with its young owner proudly displaying on the rear
windscreen “Not funded by the bank of Mum & Dad”, the BMW 135i, and the super
sound machine in the form of “The Joker” Holden UTE.
The ever popular and highly original Holden VK Calais and Volvo 740GLE are
always a favourite. Speaking of favourites, my personal favourites were the
contingent of classic Porsches with the stunning black on black targa and in contrast
the beautiful 3.2 Carrera in white. These two being rear engine water-cooled cars in
comparison with the 928S4 and 944 S2 Cabriolet both being front engine air cooled
cars – how much more difference can 1 manufacturer provide.
A late arrival was the immaculate highly original Toyota Corolla from the late 60’s being a one long-term owner car was certainly a delight to see. I believe we also had a
lady come over to become a member of the club with her vintage London Cab. Overall
it was an enjoyable morning and, had it not been for the forecast of doom and gloom, I
believe it would have been another full house. Oh well, there is always next month.
Please visit the facebook page to view all the attendees
https://www.facebook.com/carsandcoffeegoldcoast

Sohan P
Crankhandle News
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Pictures and Text Sohan P
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The Festival of Elegance
I was roped in to judge for The Festival of Elegance (FOE) by Wayne Robson.
This is the 2nd year I have been involved with FOE. It was a 3-day event held on
19, 20 & 21st May. The 19th was a Concourse event and was held in Brock’s
Garage at Dreamworld.
It was a magnificent event and the venue was extraordinary. Brock’s Garage, as
the name suggests, is a venue with a whole host of race cars which Peter Brock
drove and is in effect a Museum of Peter Brock Race Cars including the Daytona
in which he unfortunately lost his life.
There were about 18 cars parked inside Brock’s Garage for FOE for the
Concourse and Gary Collins and myself had the unenviable task to determine
which award each would receive. Being a Concourse, all the cars were
immaculate and there were certainly some gems, an example being the 2010
Lotus Type 72 with only 237kms on its odometer or the 1995 Honda NSX with
only 5075kms. The Concourse was very well attended with close to about 100
people including Bruce Lynton, Ron Thorp (the Patron) and entertainment
provided by a wonderful singer who was a participant on “The Voice”.
My 1974 Rolls Royce Corniche FHC won the Best Original trophy, so I am indeed
very proud. The next day, 20th, was a hill climb event and several other runs to
wineries and breweries in the area and the like. The show & shine was held on
the 21st; how unfortunate because it was on the same day as our club’s show &
shine which I desperately wanted to attend, but could not as I was again judging
at FOE together with Gary. The show & shine was held at Coolibah Downs in
Nerang and was a beautifully suitable venue. About 40 vehicles turned up and it
was certainly very difficult and time consuming to go through each vehicle to
determine the winners for each category.
After about 2 hours we managed to complete the task. While we were busy
looking for faults of the vehicles, there were plenty of activities keeping guests
entertained such as Billy Cart Racing, Chinese Fan Dances, Fashion Parades, a
Live Music Band and many more, of
course none of which we saw or heard!
The FOE is organised by CNGC and all
profits go towards the charity Youth at
Risk and it is all organised by
volunteers.

Sohan P
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GCAAC May Mid-week Run
Seventeen members with 11 cars
assembled at our clubhouse on a
beautiful autumn morning for the
Mid-Week Run on 31st May.
Travelling through the Bonogin &
Tallebudgera Valleys to Tomewin, we
then proceeded through the picturesque
NSW countryside. Morning tea was at
Knox Park in Murwillumbah where the
Cedar Cutters monument is situated.
Continuing through the Tweed Valley
towards Mt Warning (which stood out
magnificently on such a clear day) we
proceeded to Stokers Siding & then
travelled to Cudgen Leagues Club for a
delicious lunch.
An enjoyable day with great camaraderie
among fellow club members.
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VALE Fonda Fulton
It is with great sadness that I inform Club members of the passing on the
16th June 2017 of our well loved member Fonda Fulton.

Keith and Fonda Fulton have been active members of our club since 2001
and attended many events in their 1957 Daimler. Fonda had not been well
recently and had spent some time in hospital .
On behalf of all our members, our deepest sympathy and condolences go to
husband Keith and family at this sad time

Yes it’s that time again, and this year several of the existing committee
members are considering standing down, as a consequence it will be an
opportunity to inject some new ideas fresh input into the management of
your club.

Its not particularly hard work, basically all you need is some enthusiasm,
an interest in the activities of your club and some spare time.

So please consider what you can do for your club, without a committee
there is no club, no newsletter, no monthly runs, no one to look after you
assets and no one to do the important correspondence.

Please consider running for one of the vacant positions, after all it is
your club and we need your help to manage it
Crankhandle News
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Mac’s Bridge—Belmont 28th May
Despite the advertising for this event through our email contacts only three of our
club members cars made the trip to Belmont Rifle Range for the Mac’s Bridge
Sports & Classic Car Show.
The plan was for us to meet up at the Clubhouse at 06:30 a.m. for the trip to
Belmont, however Peter Amey decided that his late night and ‘fuzzy’ head required
a little bit more pillow-time so was a tad late. Karen and I drove our Panthers to the
event and, even though it was a beautiful clear morning, it was absolutely freezing
driving our ragtops, even the gloves we wore didn’t prevent numb fingers.
This event is well organised but very spread out as they had earmarked rows for
particular car makes, it seemed a waste to reserve an entire row solely for
Panthers; as you can see from the pictures we were very lonely, same deal for Ford
GT40’s and some of the other not-so-often-seen marques.
In addition to that Peter and ‘FiFi’ got deposited amongst another car clubs’ area.
Despite the long walks, the positive was that there was a huge variety of cars on
show and a very pleasant day was had by we three attendees. Peter & Carol Jones
and Bill Budd also dropped in for a little while to view the exhibits.

Story & Photos by Col Hayes

Pictures left and next page by
Peter aJ
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More Mac’s Bridge pictures
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Diners typically serve American food such as
hamburgers, French fries, club sandwiches,
A diner is a small fast food restaurant that is and other simple, quickly cooked, and
found in the Midwest and North-Eastern
inexpensive fare. Much of the food is grilled,
United States, as well as in other parts of the as early diners were based around a grill.
US, Canada, and parts of Western Europe.
Coffee is the ubiquitous beverage at diners,
Diners offer a wide range of foods, mostly
even if it is not always of high quality. Diners
American cuisine, and have a distinct exterior often serve hand-blended milkshakes and
structure, a casual atmosphere, a long
desserts such as pies, which are typically
counter with bar stools where patrons eat
displayed in a glass case. Classic American
their meals, and late operating hours. Diners diners often have an exterior layer of
stainless steel siding, a feature unique to

The Great American Diner

frequently stay open 24 hours a day,
especially in cities and towns with a busy bar
scene or with factories with night shift
workers. Bar patrons seeking a post "last
call" venue to socialize and get food as well
as shift workers leaving their factories
historically provided a key part of the
customer base.
From the 1920s to the 1940s, diners were
usually prefabricated in factories (like mobile
homes) and delivered to the restaurant site.
As a result, many early diners were typically
small and narrow, because they had to fit
onto a rail car or truck for delivery to the
restaurant site. Some of these diners have
been expanded over the years through
additions onto the prefabricated structure,
while many contemporary diners are fully
built on-site instead. Diners were historically
small businesses operated by the owner,
however many diners are currently operated
by chains.
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diner architecture. In some cases diners
share nostalgic, retro style features also
found in some restored drive-ins and old
movie theatres.
The first diner was created in 1872 by Walter
Scott, who sold food out of a horse-pulled
wagon to employees of the Providence
Journal, in Providence, Rhode Island. Scott's
diner can be considered the first diner with
"walk up" service, as it had windows on each
side of the wagon. Commercial production of
lunch wagons began in Worcester,
Massachusetts, in 1887, by Thomas Buckley.
Buckley was successful and became known
for his "White House Cafe" wagons. Charles
Palmer received the first patent (1893) for the
diner, which he billed as a "Night-Lunch
Wagon." He built his "fancy night cafes" and
"night lunch wagons" in the Worcester area
until 1901.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diner
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For a couple of years we had our own diner here on the Gold Coast on Ferry Road
at Southport, but unfortunately the business did not do so well even after some
great write-ups and it closed in 2014.

Footnote to this article:- whilst in Anchorage a couple of years ago, we came
across this Alaskan Diner which did not look like the normal American Diner so I
have added a picture to this story.

Crankhandle News
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BMC THE BEGINNING AND THE END
The first seeds for amalgamation between the giants
which formed BMC were sown back in 1924 when
Herbert Austin approached both William Morris and
Vickers who owned Wolseley with the idea that the
three companies should combine into one large car
manufacturing company. At this stage in history
nothing happened until two years later when Morris
out bid Austin at Wolseley's bankruptcy sale. Morris
was sole owner of Wolseley for about eight years
until he sold it to his Nuffield Group. The next step for
Morris was to rescue Riley from bankruptcy in 1938
and sell it to his Nuffield Group almost immediately.
By the late 1940s, both the Austin Motor Co and the Nuffield Group were very
prosperous with Austin owning Vanden Plas from 1946, while the Nuffield Group
had the marques of MG, Morris, Riley and Wolseley under its wing.
The next stage in the formation of BMC started in 1948 when Len Lord who was
now head of Austin had tentative discussions with Lord Nuffield (William Morris)
about a possible merger, but again in July 1949 these discussions came to nothing.
But Len Lord had it in his mind to merge and absorb the Nuffield Group. In October
1950 the talks between the two giants resumed again.
It was not until 23rd November, 1951 that an agreement
was reached, and on the 25th February 1952 the name
"British Motor Corporation" was registered.
At first, Lord Nuffield was diplomatically named
chairman, with Len Lord his deputy and managing
director. By the end of 1952 Lord Nuffield had retired
leaving Len Lord as chairman. From this point in time
onwards it was clear that Austin was the dominant
partner, with all management decisions coming from the
corporation's head quarters at Longbridge.
At the time of the merger BMC was the fourth largest car manufacturing combine in
the world, as well as being the largest outside of the USA. In 1953 a new marque
was formed, this being the Austin Healey, after an alliance with Donald Healey. This
meant that BMC where selling vehicles under six different manufactures names.
Then in 1956, the Vanden Plas badge was turned into a luxury marque of its own,
while some commercial vehicles were sold under the BMC badge. This meant that
BMC were selling vehicles under the following eight marques: Austin, Austin
Healey, BMC, MG, Morris, Riley, Wolseley and Vanden Plas.
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Sir Len Lord (knighted in 1954) remained managing director and chairman until
1961 when his deputy George Harriman took over, while Lord became President of
the board. Lord and Harriman retained these positions until the formation of BMH
in December 1966.
In late 1961, BMC held talks with Rolls
Royce about a possible merger, but the only
thing to come out of these discussions was
the use of the Rolls Royce FB60 aluminium
engine to power the new Vanden Plas
Princess 4-litre R. It was as early as 1964
that discussions started between BMC and
Leyland about a possible merger of the
giants, but these talks petered out after a
disagreement over the companies share
values.
The end for BMC started on the 14th December 1966, when they joined with
Jaguar to form "British Motor Holding" (BMH) and finally in January 1968 when
BMH and Leyland joined forces to form "British Leyland Motor Corporation" (BLMC)
with Leyland becoming the dominant partner. During 1982 the name of the
company was changed to Austin Rover.
During BMCs short fourteen year history, not only did they produce some
remarkable vehicles, but they also took over two large body building companies
these being Fisher and Ludlow Ltd in 1953 and Pressed Steel in 1965. BMC also
set up factories in Australia and South Africa as well as having vehicles assembled
by Innocenti in Italy, Authi in Spain and Seneffe in Belgium, all of which were
serviced by the Longbridge ADO department.

Below BMC/BL Sydney factory at Zetland
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Supper Roster 2017-2018
Pam needs
members to
arrange suppers
for our monthly
meeting, if you are
able to help please
contact her on
0400 278 807

Wanted members to help with supper
please contact Pam if you can help
Club Merchandise
Club Shirts $15.00, Club Jackets $25:00, Bumper Badges
$20:00, club key-rings $5.00
Window Stickers $1:00
Contact Graham Tattersall on 5554 5659 or see him at a
meeting to purchase any of these items
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*** For Sale
I need to reduce the number of USA plates I have in my
collection and now have over 20 for sale from various states,
prices are $12 each or 5 for $50.

*** For Sale
1976 Rover Saloon 3500, electronically upgraded, Modified
Gearbox. No RWC but runs well $6000 ono.
Please call John Wood’s daughter Rachael- 0412 755220
*** For Sale,
1981 Rover SD1 3.5L V8, very good mechanical condition,
nice looking car. Wheels recently powder-coated, brand-new
tyres, new radio with blue-tooth. Nice exhaust note. $10,000
*** For Sale
Towbar to fit a 2000 Mazda 3, any reasonable offer accepted, phone Nancy Waugh
5535 8249

WANTED
With the AGM only a few weeks away, we need a few new committee
members including the Editors position. So please think about what you
can do to keep the club running as great as it is now.
Remember, NO COMMIITTEE,NO CLUB and NO CLUB REGO.
So please consider helping with the running of the best car club on the
Gold Coast

WE NEED YOU
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