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The Official magazine of the GOLD COAST ANTIQUE AUTO CLUB

Australia Day 2016 at our Club House
This issue contains:
Latest club news.
Events.
Historical stories.
Members ads.
& much more.
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Peter Amey
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Karen Hayes

5525 3312
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Colin Hayes
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Bill Budd
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0409 358888
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Graham
Tattersall
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Barry Stalker

5537 6476
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Hall & Social Officer

Pam Giles

0400 278 807
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Gold Coast Antique Auto club: PO Box 228, Mudgeeraba, Qld, 4213
Email: secretary@gcaac.com.au

Website: http://www.gcaac.com.au

Club meetings are held 2nd Monday of every month (except January)
at 7.00pm for 7.30pm start. Visitors welcome
Patron: Reg Schuster
Life Members: Graham Hetherington, Peter Harris, Peter Taylor, Jim Hession, Don
Parks, Margaret Hession, John Wood, Graham Tattersall

DISCLAIMER:
The opinions expressed within are not necessarily shared by the editor or officers
of the GCAAC. Whilst all care is taken to ensure the technical information and advice offered in these pages is correct, the editor and officers of the GCAAC cannot
be held responsible for any problems that may occur from acting on such advice
and information.
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PRESIDENTS REPORT
The year is up and running and your committee has been
doing what committees do , sorting out and organising our
club activities to make sure 2016 is another memorable
year for this grand old club of ours.
Liane Francis has been a wonderful very obliging
Secretary for this club over the last 3 plus years. Sadly
and reluctantly she has had to resign from the committee
due to very busy work commitments. On behalf of all the
club members we wish her all the best and thank her most
sincerely for the time and effort she has devoted to the
smooth running of the club.
We welcome back with open arms Margaret Hession who
has come out of retirement to help out until the Secretary
position can be filled. Margaret will be the Minutes Secretary at the committee and
general meetings and Karen Hayes has kindly offered [with help from Colin] to assist with the general duties. We do need a permanent Secretary, if you feel you
would like to assist your club in a very positive way and you have some basic
computer skills why not give it a go. Our happy and friendly committee members
will only be to glad to help in any way we can.
Our annual Australia Day BBQ get-together at the club house barn was attended
by about 25 members. Wayne Robson had organised a general questionnaire on
the subject of motoring and 2 happy knowledgeable members, David King and
Mel Frey, both won themselves a nice bottle of wine. There was a heavy shower
but it certainly didn`t dampen the fun and good fellowship.
Don’t forget about our overnight run to Tenterfield on March 30th & 31st organis
ed by Don McTaggart, it promises to be a great couple of days. Previous runs to
Tenterfield over the years have always been ‘’Just The Best ‘’.
There was lots of information in our February Crankhandle on page 11 but if you
need further info please ring Don on 02 66722848. It was with great sadness that
we learnt of the passing of Jim Killela on the 3rd of January. Jim and Cheryl from
the Bayside Restorers Club attended many of our Autorama events and he was
always one of the first to send in his entry.
We are going to miss not seeing his beige 1953 FX Holden that he purchased new
and the tall man in the tall hat at the Autorama Saturday night dinner
dances. Peter Amey and Graham Cogzell attended his funeral at Rochedale on
behalf of the club.
Rena and I are heading off for a short two-week holiday to that place “across the
ditch’’ to visit some old friends and rellies, will be back before the end of the
month.
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EDITORIAL
Well this year seems to be flying, Christmas and New Year
was only a short time ago and soon it will be Easter.
Members at club runs are increasing and a good two day
run at the end of March is attracting a lot great interest, if it
was not for a forthcoming holiday to Japan we would be
there.
After all these years (43) we have decided to replace my
Austin 1800 with a larger 6 cylinder car which I feel will be
better for longer club runs. A few members know what my replacement is and if all
goes well it will be at the April club run and I hope many more this year.
All I can say is that it’s a bit too long for my garage with its large work bench, so I
will have to get a car port and a very good car cover.
Dream World has just opened a good display of Peter Brocks racing cars it is well
worth the visit, I will try and put a few pictures in next months newsletter.
That’s my lot for this month, see you all on a club run soon
Peter aJ

John Wood with Serviceman’s Run and King of the Mountain Trophies
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GCAAC EVENTS
MARCH 2016
2 March

Committee meeting - Clubhouse @ 7pm

14 March

General Meeting and Supper—Clubhouse @ 7.30pm

19 March

Cars N Coffee leaving the clubhouse at 07:30 am

20 March

Weekend Run meet club house 9am for 9:30 start

Easter 25 - 28
March

Roma Historical Motor Club’s Easter in the Country Rally

Easter 25 - 28
March

Mackay Vintage Motor Club Inc hosting the Northern Queensland QHMC Rally

Easter 25 - 28
March

Rootes Group Car Club Qld – 21st National Humber Rally 2016
and Rootes Group Roundup

30 March

Overnight run to Tenterfield see page 11
for details

APRIL 2016
6 April

Committee meeting - Clubhouse @ 7pm

11 April

General Meeting and Supper—Clubhouse @ 7.30pm

16 April

Cars N Coffee leaving the clubhouse at 07:30am

17 April

Remembrance Run meet club house 9am for 9:30 start

27 April

Mid-week run meet club house 9am for 9:30 start

MAY 2016
4 May

Committee meeting - Clubhouse @ 7pm

9 May

General Meeting and Supper—Clubhouse @ 7.30pm

15 May

Sunday Run meet club house 9am for 9:30 start

21 May

Cars N Coffee leaving the clubhouse at 07:30am

25 May

Mid-week run meet club house 9am for 9:30 start

Dates subject to change due to invitation events
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Old Petrie Town Markets Sunday
Looking for something different to do on a non-club run Sunday, why not give the
Old Petrie Town market at Whiteside north of Brisbane. There you will see old cars,
steam engines, antiques as well as things to buy and plenty of food to eat.
Its disadvantage is that is a 90 minute drive from Mudgeeraba and you need to get
there early to get a good parking spot.
http://www.mustdobrisbane.com/shop-markets-farmers-flea/old-petrie-townmarkets-Sunday.

Follow the link in the main story for more details
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Ormiston Swap Meet
The Bayside Club Annual Swap Meet is
held on the 20th of March 2016, due to
the timing of Easter this year.
Entry for swap sites are just $10.00.
Which gives you a site and entry for the
driver. The entry fee for shoppers and lookers is just $2.00 with children
under 12 Free.
Entry to the Ormiston Swap at the Ormiston School is from Wellington
St or Dundas St East Ormiston. There are hundreds of sites selling parts
for all types of vehicles so if you are looking for that special part or just
cant resist a bargain be sure to come along.
This year there were hundreds of sites filling both school ovals selling
everything from screws, tools, vehicle parts through to whole cars there
were also plenty of sites selling bric-a-brac.
Gates open at 5.45am and the day generally finishes about 2.00pm.
The Ormiston State School sell all the food and drinks at the Ormiston
Swap and it is their biggest fundraiser so when you attend the Ormiston
Swap and buy a burger or have a cuppa while you looking for that hard
to find part to fix your pride and joy you will be helping out the Ormiston
school community.
The school has a No Smoking, No Alcohol and a No Pets policy.
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by the Tweed Valley Club to travel
through the scenic countryside skirting
Mt Warning. We arrived at Crams Farm
A Sunday get together was organised
on the Tweed River for morning tea &
with the Tweed Valley Vehicle Restorers
were soon joined by the Northern Rivers
Club & Northern Rivers Vintage &
Club from Lismore. 43 cars attended alVeteran Car Club on Sunday 14th
together & everyone enjoyed the camaFebruary. Twelve cars departed from our
raderie & chatting that is inevitable when
club rooms at Mudgeeraba at 8.15am &
car buffs congregate. A lovely day was
travelled to Murwillumbah. We were met
enjoyed by all.

Combined Run with TVVRC &
NRVVCC on Valentine's Day
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Australia Day 2016 at club house

Left photo, Dave King; more of
his pictures on the club
Facebook pages
All other photos Peter aJ including those on the next page
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Club Cars on display at The Gold Coast Hinterland Heritage

Earl's Court and Earl's House...Nerang Street, Southport....Oct 1962....Courtesy Bob Avery
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A POEM TO WHICH I CAN
RELATE

I remember the corned beef
of my Childhood,
And the bread that we cut
with a knife,
When the Children helped
with the housework,
And the men went to work
not the wife.

The cheese never needed a
fridge,
And the bread was so crusty and hot,
The Children were seldom unhappy,
And the Wife was content with her lot.
I remember the milk from the bottle,
With the yummy cream on the top,
Our dinner came hot from the oven,
And not from a freezer; or shop.
The kids were a lot more contented,
They didn't need money for kicks,
Just a game with their friends in the road,
And sometimes the Saturday flicks.
I remember the shop on the corner,
Where biscuits for pennies were sold
Do you think I'm a bit too nostalgic?
Or is it....I'm just getting Old?
Bathing was done in a wash tub,
With plenty of rich foamy suds
But the ironing seemed never ending
As Mum pressed everyone's 'duds'.
I remember the slap on my backside,
And the taste of soap if I swore
Anorexia and diets weren't heard of
And we hadn't much choice what we wore.
Do you think that bruised our ego?
Or our initiative was destroyed?
We ate what was put on the table
And I think life was better enjoyed.
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Cars N Coffee
On Saturday 16th January the inaugural Gold Coast Cars N Coffee meeting in
Southport was organised by Sohan Parekh. This is to be a monthly event on the 3rd
Saturday of each month; club members in attendance were:
Barry Chinnery (Ford)
Sohan & Priya Prakesh (Porsche)
Wayne & Jeanette Robson (Porsche)
Bob Simm (Vanguard)
David Heaney (Rolls Royce)
Gareth Hausfeld (Holden)
Gary Cosgrave (Holden)
Colin & Karen Hayes (Panther)
There were quite a few other clubs including Alfa Romeo and Lancia.
This initial gathering was sanctioned as a one-off event for club members with SIV
registration. It has now been included as a sanctioned run in the Crankhandle
Magazine. It is a very pleasant way to begin your weekend, as you will meet new
people and get to see some interesting cars that you otherwise may not.
All cars present were judged by everybody as to their favourite, and it is pleasing to
inform you that one of our club members, David Heaney with his Rolls Royce Silver
Cloud, took out that honour.
The next Cars N Coffee will be on Saturday 20th February leaving the clubhouse at
07:30 a.m.
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The first Austin 7HP—1909
In 1909 Austin stared to work on a 7 hp single cylinder, by using one cylinder-block
from the 18/24 engine as a basis for a tiny single-cylinder engine. This engine of
1099 cc produced 9 hp at 1300 rpm, it was installed in a very light frame. A prototype was made at Longbridge to see if it was a practical vehicle to produce. After
evaluating the project it was decided some time after to send the vehicle along with

the drawings and body patterns to the Swift works at Coventry.
It was there in a separate department that R.H.Every was put in charge of putting it
into production. The Swift Company which was controlled by Harvey Du Cros, had
agreed that the vehicle could be made at his factory. It appears that they were
badged as Austin and Swifts and according to records out of the 1,030 produced
162 were Austin's. The car was sold for £150 but it was not a success so after just
two years from launched, production
ceased.
Picture below, engine in chassis

http://www.austinmemories.com/
index.html
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A couple of rare and unusual Australian made cars
Edith
The Edith Mini-Car was first manufactured in Australia in 1953 by Grey &
Harper Ltd. It was powered by a
Villiers 2-stroke engine that combined
with its fibreglass two seater body
could reach speeds of 40mph. Few
vehicles were sold and so it was soon
replaced by a 4-wheeled version. In
1957 it reappeared at the Melbourne
motor show and was the cheapest
car there with a price tag of £350 plus
tax and two weeks delivery. It was not thought to have been successful.

Goggomobil Dart
The Goggomobil Dart is
an automobile which was
developed in Australia by
Sydney company Buckle
Motors Pty Ltd. and produced from 1959 to 1961.
The Dart was based on the
chassis and mechanical
components of the German
Goggomobil microcar,
which was a product of
Hans Glas GmbH of Dingolfing, in Bavaria, Germany. The car featured an Australian designed fiberglass
two seater open sports car body without doors, the whole package weighing in at
only 345 kg (761 lb). It was powered by a rear mounted twin cylinder two stroke
motor available in both 300 cc and 400 cc variants, and had a small luggage compartment built into the nose. The Dart was designed in 1958 and went on sale the
following year with around 700 examples produced up to the time that production
ceased in September 1961.
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M422 Mighty Mite Jeep
The M422 'Mighty Mite' is a lightweight ¼-ton
4x4 tactical truck, suitable for airlifting and manhandling. From 1959-1962, the Mighty Mite was
built by American Motors for the United States
Marine Corps.

History
The vehicle was originally prototyped starting in 1946, making it the first all-new
Jeep to be designed for the U.S. military after World War II, and further developed
during the 1950s by a team including four of the original Bantam engineers.
A design called MARCO MM-100 by the Mid-American Research Corporation
used a Porsche air-cooled engine and independent suspension. A unique feature
was the absence of a conventional exhaust system. The prototype did not have a
muffler or pipe rather the exhaust was routed through the frame. This proved to be
an inferior design because the condensation and acidic fumes caused premature
frame failure.
A competing prototype by Willys, the 1953 Bobcat or "Aero Jeep", which would
share as many parts as possible with the M38 and M38A1 to save costs, was rejected in favour of the more advanced M422. Although the vehicle was only to be
used by the U.S. Marine Corps, and it was therefore clear from the beginning that
production numbers would remain limited, the vehicle was extensively engineered
and incorporated many innovations.

Engineering
To keep the weight down, the M422 became the first U.S. Jeep to be fitted with an
aluminum body. At 1,700 pounds (771 kg), it is the lightest of the American military
trucks to date. Also, this was the first U.S. small military vehicle designed with independent suspension all around (front: leading arms/trailing arms rear), sprung
by ¼-elliptical leaf springs. Among the M422's many other unique features were
front and rear Limited-slip differentials, inboard differential mounted drum brakes,
center-point steering, and the aluminum "AMC AV-108-4" V4 engine developed by
American Motors. The air-cooled 107.8 cu in (1.8 L) developed 52 bhp (39 kW)
and 90 lb·ft (122 N·m) of torque, which propelled it to a top speed of 65 miles per
hour (108 km/h), with a 55-mile-per-hour (89 km/h) military rating. Like the M151
MUTT, the transfer case only engages/disengages the front wheel drive and is part
of the transmission. The full synchronization meant it could be shifted from 2wheel drive to 4-wheel drive on the fly.
Although basically a two-seater, the little vehicle could theoretically move six people, thanks to two additional fold-up seats that were integrated into the functional
Crankhandle News
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tailgate, as well as two folding backrests on the
rear fenders.[6] Also, the M422 was rated to
carry 850 lb (390 kg) off road, while all other
standard GI 1/4 ton vehicles (even the M151)
were rated at 800 lb (363 kg). And if needed,
there was even a version of the M416 trailer
specially adapted for towing by an M422: the
M416B1.
Like other USMC contract vehicles, the M422s
came from the factory with all deep-water fording equipment installed, except for
the pipes. In its early development stage the Marines developed a lightweight flotation kit that could easily be stored on the M442 when not in need, in which four
large tubes inflated by exhaust encompassed the bottom part of the frame that allowed the vehicle to swim deeper waters. The vehicles wheels provided forward
motion and steering in the water.
In 1958, seven prototypes passed gruelling tests, and the first 250 vehicles were
built by American Motors (AMC). These units went into mass production in 1960
and AMC built 3,922 Mighty Mites through 1962 for the U.S. Marine Corps. Over
the years, the vehicle was produced in two model versions: the M422 and M422A1.
[9]
The M422 had a tiny 65-inch (1,700 mm) wheelbase. After production of 1,045
units, the Mighty Mite evolved into the M422A1, six inches (152 mm) longer in both
wheelbase and length, and 80 pounds (36 kg) heavier. The first Mighty Mites to
have the 71" wheelbase were an experimental model fashioned from an M422.
They had an extended, frame and aluminium added behind the seat and crudely
fashioned tool storage boxes. This model was the M422E1 of which only a few
were made. Once put into production the 71" wheelbase model was designated the
M422A1. Either model could be fitted with rear mounted spare tire and a sturdier
windshield similar to the Willys M38A1 that along with top bows would facilitate the
use of a canvas winter top. The addition of the rear mounted spare tire rendered
the tailgate unusable.
At over US$5,000 per unit, it was relatively expensive, and by the time the 'Mite'
went into full production, the military's helicopters had become so much more powerful, that the vehicle quickly became obsolete. The Marine Corps' Sikorsky H-19
with its 2,650-pound (1,202 kg) cargo limit (including crew and fuel), for which the
M422 had been developed, was being superseded by the Vietnam era UH-1
“Huey", that could carry more than 1½ times that load. These factors may account
for the small production total, as well as the short production time period.
M422

M422A1

Wheelbase

65 in (1,651 mm)

71 in (1,803 mm)

Length

107 in (2,718 mm)

113 in (2,870 mm)

Width
Weight
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Supper Roster 2015-2016
Pam needs members to arrange
suppers for our
monthly meetings,
if you are able to
help please contact her on
0400 278 807
March

-

Member Wanted

June

-

Member Wanted

April

-

Member Wanted

July

-

Member Wanted

May

-

Member Wanted

August

-

Member Wanted

Club Merchandise
Club Shirts $15:00, Club Jackets $25:00, Bumper Badges
$20:00
Window Stickers $1:00
Contact Graham Tattersall on 5554 5659 or see him at a
meeting to purchase any of these items
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** USA licence plates used in great condition from $10 each– more for some if bulk
purchase. Contact Peter aJ on 0413 379 410, for more details
1947 Austin A40 Sedan. Genuine 57000 miles original condition and engine. Plenty
of spares, painted green originally grey. Upholstery A1 condition for its age all
leather. Needing a little TLC on chrome work. Registered and drives great, ex club
car M & R List $6900 ono Joanne Radford 0411191959 or Paul Radford
2001 Harley Davidson Fatboy. Travelled only 37,000 kms. Immaculate, in vision
black.
$16,000 negotiable. Phone Kerry on 0403 82750

** Right hand side front 1/4 glass window frame assembly for Austin A30 AS3
model. Also rear view mirror, 1 front coil spring. Phone Gareth 5538 1148
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