FEBRUARY 2016

The Official magazine of the GOLD COAST ANTIQUE AUTO CLUB

Celebrating the Life of Merv List, who had been a wonderful
participating Club Member for 22 years
This issue contains:
Latest club news.
Events.
Historical stories.
Members ads.
& much more.
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Gold Coast Antique Auto club: PO Box 228, Mudgeeraba, Qld, 4213
Email: secretary@gcaac.com.au

Website: http://www.gcaac.com.au

Club meetings are held 2nd Monday of every month (except January)
at 7.00pm for 7.30pm start. Visitors welcome
Street Address: 238 Mudgeeraba Road, Mudgeeraba Q 4213
Patron: Reg Schuster
Life Members: Graham Hetherington, Peter Harris, Peter Taylor, Jim Hession, Don
Parks, Margaret Hession, John Wood, Graham Tattersall

DISCLAIMER:
The opinions expressed within are not necessarily shared by the editor or officers
of the GCAAC. Whilst all care is taken to ensure the technical information and
advice offered in these pages is correct, the editor and officers of the GCAAC
cannot be held responsible for any problems that may occur from acting on such
advice and information.
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PRESIDENTS REPORT
Mervyn List and wife Ruby have been
members of our club for over 20 years.
Merv had 3 cars a 1926 Chevrolet
Tourer, a 1948 Austin A40 and a 1947
Ford Prefect named “Ole Faithfull”. Merv
used them all on a regular basis, he enjoyed attending the car shows and at the
last Parklands Show he brought all 3
cars along with the help of his grandchildren as drivers. Ruby could often be
seen sitting in the back seat of the Chev
or Austin with the Knitting.
Noel Peck was our Club President in
1999 -2000. He and June also had been
Club members for over 20 years. Noel
had a 1928 Chevrolet Tourer and a 1961
Sunbeam Alpine Sports both had been
beautifully restored by him. He also was
a very keen motorcyclist and motorcycle
racer and loved to attend and compete
at the race meetings. Noel had been a
sign writer in his younger days and he
recently made a lovely job of restoring
our Antique Auto Club sign on the front
of the club house.
On behalf of all our club members I
would like to pass on our best wishes to
both Ruby and family and also to June
and family.
The Evans Head great fly in rally on the
10th January combined with the MG club
was well attended with about 23 cars
from both clubs. I enjoyed travelling with
Col in the Panther to Evans Head, it was
a very interesting day with plenty of
classic cars and aircraft to look at. Don’t
forget our annual Australia Day
BBQ get together at the Club rooms on
the 26th January from 9.30
.
Happy [New Year] Motoring.

Another New Year of Motoring awaits
us, they certainly come around quick
these days and I`m sure that 2016 is going to be a great year. I hope everyone
had a pleasant Christmas and New Year
with family and friends. Our 10 month
old grandson enjoyed his first Christmas
and was just as happy playing with the
paper wrapping as he was with Santa`s
presents.
Since my last report there have been a
number of club activities which have
been well supported by our members
and that is great to see as a lot of effort
and time goes into making things happen.
Our annual Christmas party held at our
club rooms on the 12 December was
once again a very enjoyable day. Pamela, Graham and the girls had decorated
the hall with a wintery theme and it all
looked stunning. Pamela & Graham did
the catering, it was top class and enjoyed by all. Thank you to them both for
their outstanding effort.
Our last mid-week run for 2015 was on
the 25th November organised by our
senior retired rally director John Wood.
The weather was warm and an enjoyable day was had by all, a pleasant outing to the northern end of the Gold
Coast with luncheon at the Jacobs Well
tavern.
On a sad note we mourn the passing of
2 of our long term club members, Merv
List on the 18th of November and Noel
Peck on the 10th of December.
Cheers David Mitchell.
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EDITORIAL
Well I seemed to have left very little room for my
words of wisdom (or non wisdom). So I hope you all
have a great Christmas and happy New Year and
hope to see you all on a club run. So all I can say is -

Gong Xi Fa Cai (Mandarin for Happy New Year)

VALE NOEL PECK
It is with sadness that we inform club members of the recent passing of
our long term well respected club member Noel Peck. Noel died on the
10th of December he had been ill for short time, his funeral was on 21st
December and was attended by many of our club members.
Noel had been our Club President for the 1999-2000 period. He attended
many of our events in his 1928 Chev Tourer that he had restored, he was
also a very keen motorcyclist and motorcycle racer. Noel`s friendly manner and happy smile will be missed by us all.

Unusual body for a Rover
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GCAAC EVENTS
JANUARY 1016
26 January

Either event
Australia Day at club house usual fun and games BYO bar-bque lunch and morning tea, meet after 9:30 at club house
Or
Bayside Vehicle Restores Club Australia Day Rally. Ormiston

FEBRUARY 2016
3 February

Committee meeting - Clubhouse @ 7pm

8 February

General Meeting and Supper—Clubhouse @ 7.30pm

14 February

Club Run meet club house 9am for 9:30 start

24 February

Mid-week run meet club house 9am for 9:30 start

MARCH 2016
2 March

Committee meeting - Clubhouse @ 7pm

14 March

General Meeting and Supper—Clubhouse @ 7.30pm

20 March

Weekend Run meet club house 9am for 9:30 start

Easter 25 - 28
March

Roma Historical Motor Club’s Easter in the Country Rally

Easter 25 - 28
March

Mackay Vintage Motor Club Inc hosting the Northern Queensland QHMC Rally

Easter 25 - 28
March

Rootes Group Car Club Qld – 21st National Humber Rally 2016
and Rootes Group Roundup

30 March

Overnight run to Tenterfield see page 11
for details

APRIL 2016
6 April

Committee meeting - Clubhouse @ 7pm

11 April

General Meeting and Supper—Clubhouse @ 7.30pm

17 April

Remembrance Run meet club house 9am for 9:30 start

25 April

Mid-week run meet club house 9am for 9:30 start
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Autorama Sunday Run Pictures

Pictures Peter aJ
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Autorama 2015 Presentations

Photos Dave King also on our Facebook
page

https://www.facebook.com/Gold-CoastAntique-Auto-Club-210099212491471/?
ref=hl
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November Mid week run

Photos Lyn N
Can be seen on Facebook also
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Overnight run to Tenterfield
There are still some rooms left at the Motel in Tenterfield so if you are contemplating going on the run please call the Peter Allen Motel and make a reservation (02
6736 2499 or 1800 80 3559).
The run leaves the Murwillumbah Showgrounds after morning tea on Wednesday
30th March travelling through Nimbin and cross country to Casino for lunch. Then on
up to Tenterfield arriving mid-afternoon for some free time to explore the famous
shops or catch up with some of the history of the district.
Pre-Dinners drinks and Dinner are at a Hotel immediately adjacent to the Motel. On
Thursday morning 31st it is back to Tabulam and left to Bonalbo, then Urbenville and
morning tea at Woodenbong. Nice easy run down to Kyogle for lunch at the Kyogle
Golf Club and then return to Murwillumbah. The only fixed cost is the Motel which is
$96 per room. We have booked 17 rooms. Two of them are two room units with a
common bathroom so two couples (if you are very very friendly) can share or two
singles can share.

Good way to clear the snow away and its not in the USA :-note which side the
steering wheel is on
Crankhandle News
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2015 Christmas Lunch

Pictures Peter aJ, may be dark
but so was the lighting
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Toowoomba Swap
Preparations are well underway for the 2016 Toowoomba Swap
Meet. All interested parties should note that we are currently
99.9% booked for the 2016 event, with only two (2) indoor sites
left available. Please note that prebooking of sites is a must,
there will be none available at the gate.
The 2016 Toowoomba Swap will be held on Saturday, 6th and
Sunday 7th February.
2016 will be the 44th Toowoomba Swap Meet and it is now
counted among the biggest three such events in Australia.
Some of you might not know that it is organised and managed
solely by the Darling Downs Veteran & Vintage Motor Club Inc.
(DDVVMC).
Each year, our members volunteer to assist in the running of
the swap meet; it's an exciting and rewarding event to be a part
of.
Over 15,000 people from the general public attend, including
approximately 1,800 Site holders and a volunteer force of over
540 people. The Swap operating hours are 6am to 6pm, Saturday and 6am to 12 noon Sunday.
Looking forwarding to seeing you all once again at our next
Toowoomba Swap.
Enthusiastically
Alan Lowe
Swap Manager
0499 974 711
Email: manager@toowoombaswap.com
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The restriction imposed by the occupying
forces was lifted in 1948. Nissan were
then able to develop new models, A difficult task because a large amount of
After World War II American forces occu- capital was needed to re-equip the factopying Japan under the direction of Gen- ries with the latest equipment. They also
eral MacArthur, took control of Japanese needed to develop cars that had the latest trends in styling.
government and factories for several
years, and would not allow their car companies to produce passenger cars, only In 1951 the ousted president, Genshichi
trucks. They also dismissed all the vari- Asahara later returned to Nissan, a company man purged by the Americans.
ous people in higher management and
appointed other Japanese to control fac- With the support of Kawamata and the
Unions, Asahara became president of
tories and Government departments.
Nissan, replacing Minoura.
The Nissan factory in Yokohama was
bombed in WWII, but in 1946 was rebuilt Asahara decided that as the company
by occupation forces, and was obliged to lacked funding, so the way forward was
to build cars under licence. Having
halt production of the Datsun cars. At
looked around the world for a suitable
first the factory restarted by making
trucks, which were based on a design it partner, he approached the Austin Motor
had purchased from the Graham-Paige Company.
Company of Detroit sold under the Nissan label. The production of passenger So why was the Austin Motor Company
cars in Japan was forbidden by the occu- chosen, well it appears there were many
reasons. First it was an English car that
pation authorities, but these were relaxed in June 1947, and total removed in had proved to be reliable and also suited
October 1949. So they introduced a pas- the Japanese road conditions. In-fact by
senger car called the Thrith which was
based on a pre-war design and sold under the Datsun label.

Nissan Builds Austin Cars
under Licence

In 1947 Taichi Minoura became president of Nissan. As Minoura's appointment did not find favour with the Unions,
Due to the unions hold over the workforce the growth of the company was
soon restricted. To help Minoura with the
financial side of the company, the Industrial Bank of Japan was asked to appoint
someone to the Board. The bank sent a
42 year old banker named Katsuji Kawamata, an ambitious man who knew nothing about cars. Kawamata quickly
learned that to move the company forward he had to confront the Unions.
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March 1952 a total of 1,288 Austin’s had
already been imported in to Japan. They
had enjoyed customer satisfaction, with
the engine receiving very favourable
comments.
Then followed a series of meetings with
a final agreement for the assembly and
14

manufacture of Austin motor vehicles in
Japan signed on 4 December 1952. The
agreement forbade the sale of Austins
produced by Nissan outside Japan without the written permission of The Austin
Motor Export Corporation, and was for a
term of seven years.
Nissan was to seek from the Ministry of
International Trade and Industry permission to import and pay the necessary
sterling for at least 2,000 cars per year,
or the maximum permitted by the Ministry of International Trade and Industry.

able with the 1200cc and 1500cc engines in the UK, Nissan decided to only
fit the 1500cc engine. By this time Nissan
could phase in their own components.
Gradually samples of components that
they wished to source in Japan were
sent to Longbridge for evaluation and
testing. Austin then would approved the
various parts, and deleted them from the
CKD kits. So eventually after a few
years, the A50 Cambridge became 100%
Japanese.
The engine design licensed from Austin
had proved to be a good unit, but they
engaged a American engineer called
Donald Stonestood to carry out improvements.

The A40 Somerset would be built in Japan using kits of components sent from
Longbridge as Completely Knocked
Down (CKD). In the first year of production no royalties were paid. In the second The next milestone for Nissan was in
year royalties were set at 2% of the car's 1956 when they installed the transfer
retail price, with a minimum payment of machines to produce 'B' series cylinder
£10,000. In the third year this was increased to 31/2% with a minimum payment of £20,000. Then in year four and
subsequent years 5% with a minimum
payment of £30,000. The agreement allowed Nissan to produce their own parts
for the car, but also to use them in their
own design of vehicles.
By 1952 the unions were now starting to
show their power again, which resulted
in restrictive practices and reduced production. In 1953 Nissan management
decided to take the union on for the second time by locking out workers. They
also encouraged middle management to
form a new single union, one that would
be more sympathetic to the companies
aims. After a strike lasting nearly 100
days the workforce returned under the
banner of a newly formed union.

blocks and heads. Although based on the
Longbridge design they were build and
installed by Hitachi Seiko incorporated
various improvements.

The A50 Cambridge estate was also
produced, although it wasn't that popular,
they still sold 1,045. Total production of
The introduction of the A50 Cambridge
all Austin versions over the seven years
came in December 1954, also built from came to 21,859.
CKD kits. Although this model was avail- In 1950 Nissan only produced 865 cars,
Crankhandle News
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painted silver and the light posts were
horizontally striped black. Four posts,
each carrying three sets of threecoloured lights, were erected at the
street corners, and broken "stop" lines
On 13th October 1933 the first traffic
painted in yellow on the roadway.
lights in NSW began operating, installed
The Superintendent of Traffic was satisat the intersection of Market and Kent
fied with the first day’s working of the
Streets in Sydney's CBD. These folsystem and despite the occasional incilowed Melbourne’s Collins Street set in
dent apparently motorists took to the
1928 and the world's first in Ohio, USA
system surprisingly quickly. Though it
1914.
was reported that ‘a number of men, eviAs the number of the vehicles in the city
dently pleased to see that the traffic poincreased there were considerable worliceman was missing from his accusries about safety and the number of actomed spot, drove gaily across the intercidents. In 1921 regulations were
section in defiance of the red lights.’ It
passed which required motorists to sigwas another four years before more trafnal their intention to stop or turn. The
fic lights were installed. Outside Sydney
Transport Commission had decided to
the first sets of traffic lights were inexperiment with ‘electromatic’ signals for
stalled at Tudor and Beaumont streets at
automatically controlling the traffic. ExHamilton in Newcastle in 1940, at the inplanations on their use appeared in the
tersection of Crown and Keira streets in
newspapers at the time: such as
Wollongong in 1955 and in Lochinvar
‘Meaning of coloured lights’ ‘(1) Red
near Maitland and Tamworth in 1966.
means stop….’ [SMH 13th October
These first traffic lights were commemo1933]. At 11am that morning, the Minisrated as part of the RAHS’s Green
ter for Transport Colonel M Bruxner, the
Plaque project of 1988.
Chief Secretary Mr Chaffey, and the
Commissioner for Road Transport Mr S
A Maddocks were present to see the device put into operation.
This crossing at Kent and Market streets
was the main thoroughfare for a mix of
traffic, including heavily laden horsedrawn carts travelling between Pyrmont
and Darling Harbour wharves and the
central business district. The first sets of Pedestrians crossing … Sydney’s first
lights were more ornate and less statu- electric traffic signal installed on the coresque than those of today. The traffic
ner of Market and Kent Streets. [Fairfax
light controller box was ornamental and
Archives]

Traffic Control comes to
Sydney - Donna Newton,
RAHS Librarian
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Found on Facebook by Lyn N.
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The Goldberg Brothers - The Inventors of the Automobile Air Conditioner.
Here's a little fact for automotive buffs, or just to dazzle your friends.

The four Goldberg brothers, Lowell, Norman, Hiram, and Max, invented and developed the first automobile air-conditioner. On July 17, 1946, the temperature in Detroit was 97 degrees.
The four brothers walked into old man Henry Ford's office and sweet-talked his
secretary into telling him that four gentlemen were there with the most exciting innovation in the auto industry since the electric starter. Henry was curious and invited them into his office. They refused and instead asked that he come out to the
parking lot to their car.
They persuaded him to get into the car, which was about 130 degrees, turned on
the air conditioner, and cooled the car off immediately. The old man got very excited and invited them back to the office, where he offered them $3 million for the
patent.
The brothers refused, saying they would settle for $2 million, but they wanted the
recognition by having a label, 'The Goldberg Air-Conditioner,' on the dashboard of
each car in which it was installed.
Now old man Ford was more than just a little anti-Jewish, and there was no way he
was going to put the Goldberg's name on two million Fords.
They haggled back and forth for about two hours and finally agreed on $4 million
and that just their first names would be shown.
And so to this day, all Ford air conditioners show –

Lo, Norm, Hi, and Max -- on the controls.
Now Control yourself!
Crankhandle News

Lyn N
18

Concessional Registration for club cars, basic rules
Special interest vehicles
A concession is available if you are registering a classic or vintage car, a street
rod or a historic vehicle. This concession is based on the vehicle having a very
strict and limited road use.
This concession is available for the following vehicles:




vehicles that are at least 30 years old
historic ambulances or historic fire-fighting equipment vehicles
street rods (hot rods)—vehicles that have been modified for safe road use and
have a body and frame built before 1949
 replicas of a motor vehicle, the body and frame of which were built before
1949, that is fitted with a modification plate (code LH9 or LH10).
The special interest vehicle scheme guide) outlines where and how vehicles
under this concession can be used. You and anyone driving your vehicle must follow these conditions at all times. This document can be found at
https://www.qld.gov.au/transport/registration/concession/cheaper/#special
Vehicles with this concession have limitations placed on their use. Events special
interest vehicles can take part in include:



rallies organised by incorporated vehicle clubs
processions, displays, fetes and other similar events
ceremonies such as weddings or formals involving immediate family members,
where no fee or reward is given.

American Austin on a tightrope
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Supper Roster 2015-2016
Pam needs members to arrange
suppers for our
monthly meeting,
if you are able to
help please contact her on
0400 278 807
February -

Member Wanted

May

-

Member Wanted

March

-

Member Wanted

June

-

Member Wanted

April

-

Member Wanted

July

-

Member Wanted

Club Merchandise
Club Shirts $15:00, Club Jackets $25:00, Bumper Badges
$20:00
Window Stickers $1:00
Contact Graham Tattersall on 5554 5659 or see him at a
meeting to purchase any of these items
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** USA licence plates used in great condition from $10 each– more for some if bulk
purchase. Contact Peter aJ on 0413 379 410, for more details
1947 Austin A40 Sedan. Genuine 57000 miles original condition and engine. Plenty
of spares, painted green originally grey. Upholstery A1 condition for its age all
leather. Needing a little TLC on chrome work. Registered and drives great, ex club
car M & R List $6900 ono Joanne Radford 0411191959 or Paul Radford
0419700392

** Right hand side front 1/4 glass window frame assembly for Austin A30 AS3
model. Also rear view mirror, 1 front coil spring. Phone Gareth 5538 1148

Ads for newsletter, email them to the editor

A couple of club cars at the Great Eastern Fly In Evans Head
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